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PREFACE

The past decade has witnessed rapid, dramatic change – economically, environmentally, and geopolitically. A new era
of interdependence has been fostered as trade, transportation, commerce, and communications draw nations and
peoples closer and closer together. The enduring mission of the UN – to lay the foundation for global peace and
progress – remains constant, but new challenges to these aspirations require a world body capable of renewal,
adaptation, and improvement.

The United Nations Foundation (UNF) and Better World Fund (BWF) were established five years ago to administer
Mr. Ted Turner’s historic gift in support of the programs and purposes of the United Nations.

With the help of many partners, five years of hard work have yielded real results and a body of history upon which to
reflect and build. That is the purpose of this document. In this report we explore our progress, programs, and key
priorities.

UNF and BWF have evolved to fulfill Mr. Turner’s vision and to enlist a multitude of partners in vigorous, innovative
collaboration to build a just and peaceful world. Some of the results of and lessons learned from our first five years
are described in the pages that follow.

We are pleased that the achievements are many, but mindful that the challenges are as well. The United Nations
Foundation and Better World Fund are constantly evolving to meet them. In the process, we have gained the strength,
experience, and diverse alliances needed to carry one man’s extraordinary vision forward from promise to
performance.

We would like to thank the dedicated men and women who serve the United Nations daily, many of them in some of
the most dangerous and/or impoverished places in the world, for their courage, inspiration, and accomplishment. All
of us at the UN Foundation and Better World Fund are proud to help support, publicize, and bring new partners to
their work. And we urge all individuals and organizations committed to a more just, equitable, peaceful, and
prosperous world to join us.

UN Headquarters in
New York. 3



OUR MISSION

The United Nations Foundation promotes a more peaceful, prosperous, and just world through support of the

United Nations and its Charter. Through our grantmaking and by building new and innovative public-private

partnerships, the United Nations Foundation acts to meet the most pressing health, humanitarian, socioeconomic,

and environmental challenges of the 21st century. The Better World Fund, the UN Foundation’s sister

organization, works to educate opinion leaders, policy makers, and the general public on the vital work of the

United Nations and to build a global constituency for the UN and global cooperation.

Ted Turner and UN
Secretary-General
Kofi Annan. 5



TED TURNER

Fostering international peace and progress has been a central priority of my life and work. It is therefore an
honor to lend my support to the United Nations and all of its enduring accomplishments.

Five years ago, at the annual dinner of the United Nations Association of the United States of America, I made a
financial commitment to match my personal esteem for the UN – pledging up to $1 billion to support UN causes
on behalf of peace and development. I had long been a supporter of the UN, believing that this great institution
had played a particularly important role in helping the globe avoid nuclear holocaust.

There were two specific motivations for this pledge. First, my announcement was motivated by disappointment
over the U.S. Government debt of more than $1 billion to the UN. I considered trying to pay off that debt, but was
unable to for a variety of practical and legal reasons. So I concluded that a contribution to key UN programs
might help shine a light on the importance for the United States to honor its financial commitments to the UN.

My second motivation was the needs and rights of the world’s poorest people. Half of the world’s population, more
than 3 billion people, lives in conditions of serious poverty. Education is an elusive dream. Clean water and basic
sanitation are miles away physically, and years away financially. Women do not enjoy equal rights under the law.
And disease is an all too familiar companion for the world’s children.

The response to my announcement was mixed. I hoped that some individuals and organizations would be
motivated to get more involved in philanthropy – inside and outside the UN. Others may have been encouraged
to think about charitable giving outside traditional "comfort zones" like alma maters, hospitals, and large non-
profits. Some skeptics succumbed to clichés about international charity – it’s too hard, too risky, too far away –
ignoring the tremendous need and opportunity for progress.

As powerful as my motivations were, my expectations were uncertain. Surely, it was anticipated that we would
support the most important, creative, and effective programs undertaken by UN Agencies, Funds, and

UN Foundation Chairman of the Board Ted Turner.
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Programmes. It was also clear that we should work toward payment of U.S. arrears to the UN and, more
generally, to heighten public awareness in the United States of the role and importance of the UN. And I hoped
that somehow we would be able to encourage other new and additional resources for the UN and its key causes.

The track record of the UN Foundation has far exceeded my expectations. In five years, we have awarded more
than $575 million for UN efforts through more than 350 grants, established program partnerships with nearly 80
organizations outside the UN, forged a wonderful working relationship with the UN, and worked with others to
counter misimpressions of the UN by cheerleading on the organization’s behalf enthusiastically and assiduously.
Most important, we have helped alleviate human suffering by fighting deadly but preventable diseases, improving
women’s health, protecting the environment, and promoting conflict prevention strategies.

We are proud of the record reflected in the following pages and encourage you to learn more about our progress
and programs. Bear in mind, however, that these accomplishments, facilitated by the hard work of our staff, are
really a reflection of the commitment of our partners, particularly in the UN.

The United Nations operates on the principal of universality. Every legitimate government can be a member of
the UN. All cultures can participate in and benefit from the UN’s work. The UN is where the world works
together to address crisis situations and persistent global challenges. Every individual and every sector has a
stake in making the UN work. All of us on the Board of Directors are grateful for the opportunity to work in
partnership with this noble institution. We hope you’ll join us.

9



KOFI ANNAN

Ted Turner’s $1 billion gift in support of the United Nations was a powerful show of support for the Organization
and the causes for which it works throughout the world. Moreover, the announcement of the gift in 1997 could
not have been more perfectly timed, coming as it did as the United Nations was embarking on a major process of
reform to adapt itself to meet the challenges of an increasingly globalized era in world affairs.

The two main institutional outgrowths of the gift – the United Nations Foundation and the Better World Fund –
have since made significant contributions to the Organization’s global mission of peace and development.

The UN Foundation has supported UN Agencies, Funds and Programmes striving to eradicate poverty, achieve
universal primary education, protect the environment, combat HIV/AIDS and reach other key development goals.

The Better World Fund has helped the United Nations to effectively communicate its messages to the global
public, an essential requirement in promoting better understanding of the Organization’s activities and objectives.

And both the UN Foundation and the Better World Fund have helped forge very constructive relationships with
a wide range of partners, in particular private businesses and non-governmental organizations.

This report illustrates some of the many ways in which Ted’s visionary gift has been put to good use. I would like
to express my enormous gratitude to him, as well as to the Board, Staff and all others involved, for their hard work
and tremendous dedication in translating the gift into real, tangible improvements in the lives of needy and
vulnerable people throughout the world.

Of course, this work is far from finished. The UN family looks forward to working in common cause with the UN
Foundation and Better World Fund in the years ahead.

UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan and his wife Nane Annan.
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TIMOTHY E. WIRTH

Ted Turner has always been a visionary. At the beginning of the modern telecommunications revolution, he saw
the potential of cable programming and founded a 24-hour news organization whose signal and symbol – CNN –
is received and recognized now in every corner of the globe. His international outlook led him to ban the use of
the word "foreign" from the set of CNN. These same qualities – vision and international orientation – gave
impetus to the United Nations Foundation (UNF) and its sister organization, the Better World Fund (BWF).

When UNF and BWF began operations, there was no playbook for a partnership of this nature and scale: we had
to create one. And fast. We began our work just after New Year’s in 1998. The first Board meeting was held in
mid-January. For the first several months of operation, a staff of three worked out of borrowed office space.

Under the guidance of its Chairman, the initial Board indicated that it wanted a small organization, a light touch,
and big results. Three overarching priorities were identified – grantmaking to key UN programs, fundraising to
leverage new and additional resources for UN causes, and public affairs to educate the public about the UN and
to reinforce grantmaking and fundraising efforts. Finally, key program priorities were established in the areas of
children’s health, women and population issues, environmental protection, and human rights/conflict prevention.

After we found offices, finalized legal agreements with the UN, and awarded the first round of grants, the hard
work of identifying how we could really make a difference began in earnest. Over the course of several years, key
ideas have surfaced that now define UNF/BWF’s aspirations: leverage; public-private partnerships; advocacy; and
collaboration across disciplines.

LEVERAGE

Mr. Turner’s historic commitment of $1 billion for UN causes was spectacular, but soon after beginning our work,
we wondered how we could leverage its impact. The UN is the world’s recognized leader in addressing any
number of global challenges. Leverage means expanding the knowledge and commitment of individuals,

UN Foundation President Timothy E. Wirth.
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businesses, and governments toward the UN’s purposes and accomplishments. That is why we place such an
emphasis on our resource mobilization and public affairs efforts.

PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP

In the era of globalization, it is clear that the world is growing more interdependent by the day. No organization,
no nation, no sector can solve complex global challenges alone – partnership is essential. The United Nations
provides a transparent, accountable platform for cooperation between the public and private sectors, and it has a
successful track record promoting economic, social, and environmental progress. Forging effective partnerships
between the UN and the private sector is a central objective and accomplishment of the UN Foundation.

ADVOCACY

Our first major task in the field of advocacy was to help "get right" the relationship between the United States
and the United Nations. Working with colleagues in the Administration, on Capitol Hill, and with grassroots
groups across the country, we have helped to get the billion dollar debt paid off, eliminate peacekeeping arrears,
and facilitate re-entry by the United States into the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO). These and other steps have led to the construction of a public affairs/advocacy capacity, which we will
continue to augment in support of the UN and UN-related causes.

INTERDISCIPLINARY COOPERATION

In a more interdependent world, problems are not only more international in scope, they are also more
interdisciplinary in nature. Solving complex problems requires collaboration at all levels and across multiple
sectors. It also requires overcoming resistance to cooperation between agencies, between bilateral and
multilateral institutions, and across traditional public and private sector roles. As with public-private
partnerships, the UN Foundation has sought to help to bring the UN community together, fostering cooperation
within and among agencies, and especially supporting UN efforts to encourage collaboration in the field.

As we look to the future, we at the UN Foundation and Better World Fund see our place as an asset for the UN
and the world – the World’s Community Foundation – where resources and missions can be pooled, managed
wisely, and directed toward results-based purposes. Our hope is to play a role in forging common cause among
the UN, its Member States, the private sector, and civil society to address key global challenges facing the
international community in the 21st century.

We need your help and welcome your participation.

14 15



LOUISE FRÉCHETTE

Our partnership with the United Nations Foundation marks a historic turning point for the way the United
Nations engages with external partners. While the UN family has always worked with civil society, the private
sector and foundations, the unique relationship with the United Nations Foundation, which we have developed
over the past five years, has been a special source of strength. The unprecedented contribution of Ted Turner has
provided a source of strategic ‘venture capital’ that has also allowed the United Nations to undertake many
innovative projects and build scores of new partnerships.

The work of the UN Foundation has focussed on projects aimed at improving the health of children; promoting
the status and welfare of women, particularly adolescent girls; preserving the global environment; and enhancing
human rights for all people. Through this partnership, significant strides have been made in eradicating polio
and combating HIV/AIDS; preserving biodiversity; providing the rural poor with clean, safe and renewable
sources of energy; and, generally, building capacity to sustain and strengthen UN programmes, especially in the
global South, with a focus on local communities and the poorest of the poor.

Mr. Turner’s deep-seated belief in the United Nations, together with the commitment of the eminent and truly
international Board over which he presides and the hard work of the Foundation’s and Better World Fund’s staff,
have been instrumental in raising awareness about the importance of the role of the United Nations in promoting
peace, justice and sustainable development. Together with the UNFIP Advisory Board, I applaud Ted Turner and
his team, led by Senator Tim Wirth, for being true friends of the United Nations.

UN Deputy Secretary-
General Louise Fréchette. 17



BIG IDEAS, REAL RESULTS:
FIVE YEARS AND LOOKING FORWARD

Ted Turner has a history of launching big ideas with important impacts, from CNN to the Goodwill Games. In late
1997, he launched another one – surprising 1000 guests at the annual dinner of the United Nations Association of
the U.S.A. by announcing a generous and historic commitment of $1 billion in support of United Nations causes.

Mr. Turner’s vision represented a stark departure from other philanthropic initiatives. It’s sheer scale – $1 billion
(one-third of his personal wealth at the time) – was breathtaking for its size. So, too, was the scale of the mission he
foresaw – tackling global challenges and harnessing the UN’s reach to the poorest places on the planet.

Moreover, a new kind of philanthropic enterprise was envisioned – a hybrid combining the missions of grantmaking,
public affairs, and resource mobilization. Perhaps the closest analogy is to a local community foundation, which
helps draw attention to local needs, raises funds for community charities, and provides grants for key social services.
In this sense, we aspire to be the "World’s Community Foundation," built around the central ideas of partnership,
leverage, and advocacy.

In a few chaotic weeks starting in January 1998, the United Nations Foundation and the Better World Fund were
organized and chartered; our programmatic missions were defined and agreed with the UN; and a distinguished
international Board of Directors was assembled ("Ted Turner’s All Stars" one columnist called them). With constant
commitment from Kofi Annan and his able deputy, Louise Fréchette, we developed a set of effective relationships
with UN agencies and programs, especially with the welcome leadership of Amir Dossal, Director of the newly
created UN Fund for International Partnerships (UNFIP).

Together with our partners – in and out of the UN – we have learned and grown through the five-year history
described in this report. Our work is based on three basic propositions:

1. Public-private partnerships are essential to solving complex global problems. No country or institution can 
do all that needs doing in the world. Collaboration in transparent and accountable enterprise, though, can 
activate the vast resources of the private sector and civil society and unite them with international efforts Working with UNICEF, WHO, and UNFPA, the United Nations Foundation supports quality health services for adolescent girls across the globe.
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Our programs are focused on bold challenges and aim
to produce real results. The Women and Population
program has worked in a critical niche – addressing
the economic, social, and health needs of adolescent
girls so that they can realize their rights and potential,
protect their health, and fulfill their dreams. Our
Climate Change program helps remove market
barriers to the use of clean and renewable energy
technology. Biodiversity, a second environmental
priority, is protected through our focus on Natural
Sites identified through the UN’s remarkable World
Heritage Convention. In Peace, Security, and Human
Rights, we are focused on post-conflict peacebuilding
and strengthening the human rights mechanisms of
the United Nations. UNF’s Children’s Health
program works to catalyze progress in alleviating a
variety of easily preventable diseases by fostering
community-based health efforts.

PUBLIC AFFAIRS

Telling the UN story is a second UNF/BWF activity
and another area in which concrete results have been
achieved.

The Better World Fund is the primary engine for
public education work on behalf of the United
Nations. We undertake these efforts to ensure that
the public understands and appreciates the UN’s
role, responsibilities, and real accomplishments.
Every institution needs a constituency and the
United Nations is no exception. Working with like-
minded organizations, especially United Nations
Associations, we are vocal cheerleaders for the
United Nations and its causes, while also marshaling
much needed support.

The Member States of the United Nations bear
primary responsibility for ensuring its financial and
programmatic integrity. Unhappily, five years ago
many Member States were not paying their UN dues
on time or in full. Led by more than $1 billion owed
by the United States, debts to the United Nations
reached almost $2 billion. A broad-based public
education campaign supported by the Better World
Fund was mobilized to urge all nations to honor their
commitments to the United Nations.

against injustice, poverty, and environmental 
degradation.

2. Collaboration must begin at home. Within the 
UN, agencies must join hands across political,
economic, social, and other specialized concerns,
and international, national, and local actors 
must utilize their comparative advantages in 
harmony to sustain a common effort to improve 
the lives of all the Earth’s citizens.

3. The UN (and the UN system) is among the best 
mechanisms to coordinate international action.
As the world’s most inclusive organization, it has 
advantages of transparency, voice,
accountability, and capacity to help 
pool the world’s strengths to share the world’s 
burdens as no other organization can. It must 
succeed.

We are fixed on these premises, and open to creative
ideas for realizing them.

GRANTMAKING

Working in collaboration with the private sector,
governments, other philanthropies, and civil society,
the UNF and BWF have provided grants to support
the programs and people served by UN agencies.
After five years, over 350 grants and $575 million

have been awarded to the UN and its causes.
UNF/BWF grants span the continents but are
targeted to address four key global challenges:
women and population issues; the environment;
children’s health; and peace, security, and human
rights.

Over time, UNF grantmaking has evolved to
emphasize one or more of the following principles:

• To help the UN reach and improve the 
circumstances of the world’s neediest 
populations;

• To build capacity to sustain and strengthen UN 
programs, especially in the global South, focusing 
on community actors as grassroots experts and 
innovators;

• To encourage collaboration and strengthen field-
level cooperation among relevant UN bodies 
based on their comparative advantages, thereby 
improving their on-the-ground impact;

• To leverage the impact of UNF core funding to 
bring new and additional funds to UNF-
supported projects and to the UN; and

• To provide the "venture capital" needed to move 
forward on innovative, catalytic ideas.

The vast majority of the world’s children live in
developing countries.
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reproductive health; protect endangered habitats;
promote the use of cleaner energy in rural
electrification and through solar water heating and
efficient cook stoves; and rehabilitate victims of
landmines while working to clear minefields. Our
work with the Ad Council of America on urgent
HIV/AIDS initiatives, moreover, will help attract
additional funds for the UN’s response to that global
threat. Because of such alliances, the UN
Foundation’s and Better World Fund’s grants to date
have leveraged roughly one dollar in additional
third-party financing for every three dollars
expended from Mr. Turner’s gift, and brought an
almost equal amount of funding into UN programs.

A RECORD OF SUCCESS, A WORLD OF
CHALLENGES

The United Nations Foundation and Better World
Fund have evolved into mature, purposeful,
accomplished organizations. We have built strong
institutions capable of addressing powerful
challenges – the HIV/AIDS pandemic, global
warming, child mortality, rapid population growth,
and persistent poverty.

Five years of experiment and experience, of
innovation and outreach have given the United
Nations Foundation and Better World Fund a
reservoir of knowledge and energy to tap for years
and challenges to come. The Foundation has grown
strong, however, because it has drawn on the
expertise of others and combined with its partners to
mobilize team efforts more effective than any or all of
us could muster alone.

The United Nations Foundation, the Better World
Fund, and its partners have tried to change some
history, and are committed to fostering a more
peaceful, prosperous future. And we know that the
real work, that of the United Nations itself, remains
to be done – every day, every year, every decade. The
UN is where the world works together, that is our
space, too.

We committed significant resources to helping
achieve a breakthrough agreement in the U.S.
Congress, and new accords at the United Nations, to
which Mr. Turner contributed a further, crucial $31
million. Today, the United States has paid its arrears
according to the 1999 Helms-Biden Agreement, and
the UN is more financially sound than it has been in
more than a decade. Similarly, BWF has engaged in
successful advocacy efforts for U.S. re-entry in the
UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO), full payment of the U.S.
obligation to UN peacekeeping, and a number of
other technical issues that will help to strengthen the
relationship between the United States and the
United Nations.

The Better World Fund also has evolved into a key
strategic communications partner with the UN,
including help to articulate the accomplishments of
the historic Millennium Summit and the Millennium
Development Goals, assistance with outreach efforts
undertaken by dynamic leaders of key UN agencies,
and support for UN communications programs.

RESOURCE MOBILIZATION

When he announced his gift in support of UN causes,
Mr. Turner cited the philanthropic example of Oseola
McCarty, a remarkable individual of modest means
and enormous spirit who gave her life savings of

$150,000 to establish a scholarship fund for African-
American students. Encouraging others to emulate
Ms. McCarty’s sense of charity, compassion, and
action has been one of the highest priorities of UNF
and BWF.

The UN operates some of the world’s most high profile,
effective, and successful development efforts.
UNF/BWF has been pleased to work with UNFIP and
UN colleagues to bring the wisdom and resources of
new partners to these challenges. Among many
others, civic groups, foundations, and charities as
diverse as Rotary International, the Bill and Melinda
Gates Foundation, the Hewlett and Packard
Foundations, BRAC (a major non-governmental
organization in Bangladesh), the Mosaic Foundation,
the World Wildlife Fund, the Suriname Conservation
Foundation, the American Red Cross, the
International Development Research Centre (IDRC)
in Canada, the UK Department for International
Development (DFID), Charities Aid Foundation, and
the Vietnam Veterans Foundation of America have
become partners with the UN Foundation in
supporting the work of a variety of UN agencies.

Few of those partnerships existed five years ago.
Now, they and others like them are working the
world over to: eradicate polio; insure childhood
immunization against measles; prepare young
women and adolescent girls to control their Polio-endemic countries have decreased from 20 in 2000 

to only ten in 2001.
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WOMEN AND POPULATION

“With UN Foundation support, the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) has
been able to launch more innovative and effective initiatives to address the needs

of adolescent girls and improve the quality of reproductive health care around the
world. The UN Foundation’s dedication and commitment to a better world has

certainly helped UNFPA, and the UN in general, deliver reproductive health
programs to the countries and individuals most in need.”

–  Thoraya Obaid, Executive Director, UNFPA

THE CHALLENGE

The health, well-being, and even the security of tomorrow’s world depend in large measure on the choices of
women, especially young women, on the size of their families and the spacing of their children. Global population
growth, as well as the health and quality of life of individuals, will steer the future direction and development of
the planet.

During the 20th century, human population quadrupled from approximately 1.5 billion to more than 6 billion.
Global population, growing at an annual rate of 1.2 percent, or 77 million people per year, is expected to climb to
9.3 billion by 2050. And while most developed countries are demographically stable, the impoverished South is
expected to grow rapidly, with the 50 poorest nations on Earth slated to triple in the next 50 years.

Of particular concern, especially in developing countries, is the structure of population. Almost half of the global
population is under the age of 25. There are now more than 1 billion teenagers on the planet, including more than
850 million teenagers just entering their reproductive years. The large cadre of young people around the world

United Nations Foundation programs are helping to improve the lives of adolescent girls worldwide.
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countries – the largest generation of youth in human
history – girls too often face severe disadvantages in
the areas of education, health (including reproductive
health care), and economic and marital rights. For
example, girls are disproportionately victims of
sexually transmitted diseases, and in many African
countries, adolescent girls run six-to-eight times the
risk of contracting HIV than boys do.

Above all, as human beings with great needs and
great promise, the world’s women and girls are
primary subjects of UN Foundation attention. With
a focus on these critical issues through a pivotal
generation, meeting the challenge becomes more
complex, but also more realistic and effective.

THE RESPONSE

Over the course of the next decade, leaders in the
public and private sectors throughout the world have
an opportunity to determine which demographic
future and what quality of life will be realized. With
organization, wisdom, and will, the community of
nations can dramatically improve people’s lives,
protect the environment, and stabilize the world’s
population. And the UN Foundation is working with
the United Nations to get the job done.

The United Nations is the world’s leader in advancing
strategies that promote health, human rights, and
social progress. In fact, led by the United Nations

Population Fund (UNFPA), the United Nations has
helped forge a significant, global agreement on a
comprehensive strategy for population and
development.

In 1994, at the International Conference on
Population and Development (ICPD), UNFPA led the
shaping of an extraordinary international consensus
around the goals of human rights and health, equality
and environmental protection, and economic and
social justice as means of ensuring a better quality of
life and sustainable future for all the world’s people.
This approach holds that if people’s needs for family
planning and reproductive health care are met, in
concert with basic health, education, and other needs,
then individuals’ potentials are reached, quality of life
enhanced, families and communities strengthened,
global health outcomes improved, and a healthy
balance between population and resources achieved.

Through its Women and Population program, the UN
Foundation is working to promote realization of the
ICPD program of action by focusing on the
development needs of adolescent girls and improving
the quality of sexual and reproductive health care.
Adolescent girls' inability to make free and informed
choices about their sexuality and marriage are
undermined by their weak status in families and
overall social position. For a variety of reasons,
adolescent girls, married and unmarried alike, have
limited ability to protect themselves against

ensures that, even as fertility rates continue to decline,
there will be significant population growth in the
decades to come (a phenomenon known as "population
momentum"). Population momentum will account for
50% of population growth in developing nations
through 2100. That is why the decisions made by this
young generation will shape the world of the future.

The UN Foundation has founded its women and
population work on a broader mandate than
population stabilization alone. The Women and
Population program recognizes that health, access,
opportunities, and rights are at the crux of the
population and development conundrum. Access to
quality health services is a basic requirement for the
improved health and well-being of women, children,
families, and communities. Yet poor services and
limited access contribute to the more than a half
million maternal deaths a year, and the subsequent
spiral of negative consequences suffered by their
children, families, and community networks. Millions
of couples cannot meet their desired fertility goals
through family planning information and services
because the health system has failed to serve them
effectively. The HIV/AIDS epidemic has dramatically
changed the landscape of development goals, altering
the scope and strategy of health services, information,
and social services. Social and economic opportunities
define the course of one’s life, and to the extent
possible, these opportunities must be broadened to
allow for every individual’s self-determination.

These issues are particularly acute for young women.
Decisions made every day by hundreds of millions of
poor, young, and adolescent women are critical to our
global future. Too few of them, however, are free to
make or carry out informed choices about basic
questions – whether or not to go to school, how long to
stay there, when to marry and whom, when to have
children and how many, what talents to develop, what
occupations to pursue, what property to call their own.

Denied equal status in a multitude of cultures,
countries, and political climates, too many women are
denied the opportunity to shape their future – and the
world’s – for the better. Among the approximately 900
million 15-24-year-olds of both sexes in developing

Education expands the socioeconomic opportunities 
of girls and women.
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countries. The UN Foundation has strongly
encouraged the development of integrated plans for
addressing the health, social, and economic needs
and aspirations of girls throughout the world.

For example, these three UN agencies, supported by
the UN Foundation, created the Adolescent
Participation and Development initiative. Initially
operating in eleven countries, this program targets
comprehensive adolescent health, livelihood, and
education strategies in neglected areas. For example,
grants in Bangladesh and Jordan serve girls in
traditional societies by offering reproductive health
services and information, as well as enhanced
economic and social opportunities within their
communities. In Mongolia, an emphasis on education
has improved access to schooling for both adolescent
girls and boys, at an age when family and community
responsibilities begin to take prominence.

In a project in Bolivia, we joined with UNFPA to
promote health education among indigenous
communities. This program earned the UN
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO) International Literacy Prize for its
success in integrating Quechua culture and language
into health education programs — thereby increasing
indigenous women’s access to quality healthcare and
information.

The true impact of providing girls with economic
opportunities in Bangladesh or providing health care
information in Bolivia may not show up in global
health outcomes for another half generation.
However, we are confident in our pathways for
progress, and intermediate outcomes demonstrate a
compelling case for our continued steadfast
investment.

COMBATING HIV/AIDS

AIDS symbolizes the death of hope for millions of
young people in sub-Saharan Africa. A long-term
global crisis, it requires a sustained and multi-faceted

unwanted, unsafe sexual encounters, as well as
unwanted and early pregnancy and sexually
transmitted diseases, including HIV/AIDS.

Socioeconomically, girls continue to have limited access
to quality basic education, which, in turn, limits
opportunities for meaningful roles in their
communities. Girls' income-generating skills and
professional opportunities are also constrained. They
carry a disproportionate domestic work burden, and
are denied active participation in community affairs
and leadership opportunities. These many deficits,
which ultimately stem from their low status in society,
reinforce each other, compromising adolescent girls'
ability to fulfill their potential.

Extensive research has shown that improvements in
the lives of adolescent girls typically raise the
average age at which females begin childbearing.
This translates into improvements in their own
health, as well as the health of their children,
reductions in fertility, and high returns to overall
economic productivity.

The UN Foundation is helping to pioneer efforts to
improve the quality of reproductive health care.
Recognized as a high priority at the ICPD, improving
the quality of reproductive health care entails both
increasing access to the range of services available
and, where they exist, ensuring that they are
provided effectively. Improved quality of such

services enables people to take control of their health
and prevention needs. For example, the individual’s
perspective and utilization of services make the
critical, life-saving difference on when, how, and
where a woman seeks care when suffering a
pregnancy complication. There is broad consensus
that community level services must go beyond the
delivery of contraceptives to include a broader range
of sexual and reproductive health information and
clinical care, including prevention and management
of HIV and other sexually transmitted infections.

RESULTS

Through the end of 2002, the UN Foundation has
awarded more than 65 grants totaling approximately
$110 million as part of its Women and Population
program. UNF is among the top five U.S. foundation
donors in the population field, has mobilized $10
million in matching funds, and has worked closely
with other leaders in the field – from foundations to
researchers to expert practitioners.

EMPOWERING ADOLESCENTS

UN leadership reports that UNF programs have
helped to spur a new spirit of collaboration among
key UN agencies. UNFPA, the UN Children’s Fund
(UNICEF), and the World Health Organization
(WHO) are now working more closely together to
advance the interests of adolescent girls in numerous

Adolescent girls in Bangladesh receive livelihood training
through a UNF-funded project.
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FORGING PARTNERSHIPS FOR
WOMEN AND GIRLS

The UN Foundation seeks partnerships to increase its
scope and impact. It has effectively forged funding
partnerships with private foundations, corporations,
and governments to jointly support UN efforts in our
Women and Population program. Significant partners
include the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, the
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation, the David and
Lucile Packard Foundation, the Rockefeller
Foundation, and the Wallace Global Fund. Some
examples of our efforts are highlighted below.

Helping Afghan Women. In the wake of the September
11th terrorist attacks and the subsequent military
campaign in Afghanistan, many Afghan women were
forced to flee their homes for refuge in Iran, Pakistan,
and Central Asia. Many who were pregnant found
themselves with inadequate or nonexistent health
care.

UNFPA appealed for help to respond to this sudden
crisis. A generous $500,000 donation from the David
and Lucile Packard Foundation and a matching UN
Foundation grant enabled UNFPA to provide life-
saving reproductive health services for Afghan women.
Supplies and equipment reached inaccessible refugee
clusters, and support to Afghan border-area hospitals
helped to rebuild health services within Afghanistan.

In addition to supporting on-the-ground activities, UNF
has also partnered with the William and Flora Hewlett
Foundation to support UNFPA’s advocacy work on a
global level to mobilize action on humanitarian crises,
like Afghanistan, and ongoing challenges.

Microenterprise meets Global Enterprise. In Burkina
Faso, the UN Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM)
joined with the UN Foundation in an innovative
economic development program to empower women
through organizing the promotion and marketing of
shea butter products. The fatty nuts of the shea tree
have long been recognized for their value in traditional
hair, skin, and medicinal lotions. This expanded
production fortuitously coincided with a burgeoning
demand for shea products in the Western cosmetics
industries. In 1999 and 2000, L’Occitane, a French
cosmetics company, purchased almost half of the output
of the Burkinabe women’s collective supported by this
project, significantly increasing the income of
participating women.

Catalyst for Collaboration. In 2001, the UN
Foundation partnered with the Mosaic Foundation, a
philanthropic society established in 1998 by the
spouses of Arab Ambassadors to the United States, to
honor former President of South Africa, Nelson
Mandela. The tribute raised $1.7 million for HIV/AIDS
projects in Africa, including UN Foundation-supported
programs.

response – one the UN Foundation and its multiple
partners are working together to provide. Through
the Joint UN Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS),
the HIV/AIDS coordinating body for UN agencies, the
UN Foundation emphasizes prevention strategies for
youth. In Russia, we joined with the UK Department
for International Development (DFID) to support
youth outreach and education efforts to prevent the
spread of HIV/AIDS. We also supported a UNAIDS
initiative to link Brazilian experts with
Mozambicans to develop preventive health and HIV
education materials for youth organizations in
Mozambique.

In Southern Africa, where the HIV/AIDS epidemic
disproportionately affects young women, we seek to
give adolescent girls the life skills they need to access
services and protect themselves from high-risk
situations. The Southern Africa Youth initiative
(SAY) – a multi-country effort – targets resources in
a timely and strategic manner.

Recognizing the devastating effect of HIV/AIDS on
adolescent girls in Southern Africa, the UN
Foundation solicited UN-coordinated country
responses aimed at prevention. Eight Southern
African countries – Angola, Botswana, Lesotho,
Malawi, Mozambique, South Africa, Swaziland, and
Zimbabwe – were awarded grants to implement their
plans. These eight countries created independent
programs designed to meet the specific

epidemiological and cultural challenges of the
epidemic. The regional SAY initiative bonds them
together to share experiences, benefit from pooled
monitoring and evaluation expertise, and
collaboratively combat the AIDS epidemic that
continues to ravage the region.

Our work in HIV/AIDS has also served as a critical
catalyst in bringing experts together to examine the
emerging issue of a global condom shortfall.
Condoms are a simple, inexpensive, and proven
technology that saves lives. Recognizing an
increasing shortfall of condoms and other
reproductive health supplies, the UN Foundation
helped convene the Istanbul Summit in April 2001 to
mobilize stakeholders around this critical issue. This
session brought together the heads of UN agencies,
donors, NGOs, and official representatives of selected
developing countries to develop an international
response. Their resultant commitments put welcome
new momentum behind efforts to overcome
inadequate donor resources and weak national
distribution systems so that men and women at high
risk of HIV infection can count on better access to
condoms in the future. Despite this momentum,
demand for condoms is only expected to grow at a
time when commodities funding and supply chains
are deteriorating. In 2003 and beyond, the UN
Foundation will maintain its vigilance on this issue –
an essential component of any strategic response to
the HIV/AIDS epidemic.
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ENVIRONMENT

“I am proud to say that the generous support of the UN Foundation’s programmes
…has enabled the World Heritage Centre and its biodiversity work

to progress to a new level of capacity and productivity.”

– Koïchiro Matsuura, Director-General, UNESCO

THE CHALLENGE

The 1970s gave rise to the modern environmental movement, as citizens in communities and countries around
the world responded to visible air pollution, unsafe drinking water, and degraded rivers. A new, global
environmental consciousness emerged a decade later, when experts began to identify stresses on major
environmental systems that transcend borders – central among these have been the crises associated with the
loss of habitat and species around the world, and concern about global climate change.

Global climate change is one of the great economic, ecological, social, and political challenges of our time. Virtually
all human activity – whether in the industrial North or the developing South – results in the release of billions
of tons of carbon into the environment. In the atmosphere, these carbon molecules act like the sides of a
greenhouse – trapping heat near the Earth’s surface.

Since the industrial revolution, atmospheric levels of carbon have increased by more than 30 percent – to levels
unsurpassed in the past 160,000 years. As a result, the heat-trapping capability of the Earth’s atmosphere has
increased significantly, and there are clear signs of global warming – rising global average surface temperatures,
rising oceans, and the retreat of Arctic sea ice and alpine glaciers.

A global population of more than 6.2 billion people and increasing consumption patterns are also impinging on
the habitat that nurtures the Earth’s biodiversity – essentially a measure of life on Earth. Broadly defined, it

Bartolome Island, Galapagos.
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Foundation is working with the UN to develop
integrated approaches to these sweeping challenges
through pilot programs which aim to identify
strategies that work and can be taken to scale.

The UN Foundation’s Environment program works in
the areas of renewable energy and energy efficiency to
reduce emissions of gases that cause global climate
change. The Environment program also works to
reverse the decline of biological diversity through
conservation and sustainable use strategies, and by
partnering with those who understand the urgency of
cooperative measures and who have the means to
implement programs on-the-ground.

Because energy conversion associated with the use of
fossil fuels is the leading cause of greenhouse gas
emissions, it is imperative that societies the world over
switch with "all deliberate speed" to new, cost-
effective, and sustainable sources of energy and, in the
interim, to make energy use more efficient. That two-
part transformation is possible, and the UN
Foundation is helping it along.

The search for affordable, alternative, renewable
energy sources, and for heightened efficiency, is the
great technological quest of the 21st century. Finding
the right mix of answers can mean heading off
flooding, drought, intense storms, and epidemics of
virulent disease that could make life unsustainable in
many now prosperous and heavily populated regions.

Looking for those answers, traditional and start-up
energy firms, multilateral development institutions,
venture capitalists, bantam environmental groups,
concerned governments, and huge international
organizations are testing novel approaches and
forming innovative partnerships. The UN Foundation
is in the thick of the exciting scramble for solutions.

Protecting biological diversity is also a global
challenge that the UN Foundation is working with
various UN and non-UN partners to address. The UN
Foundation gives priority to current or potential
locales designated by the UN Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) World Heritage
Convention as World Heritage Natural Sites – places
where biodiversity is globally significant and in
greatest need of safekeeping.

includes the millions of different animal and plant
types, the genes they contain, and the communities,
ecosystems, and landscapes of which they are a part.
Biodiversity matters to people in a multitude of
different ways and plays an enormous role in shaping
our everyday lives. For example,

• Approximately 30% of all our pharmaceuticals 
have been developed from wild plants and 
animals.

• Wild relatives of crops such as corn have helped 
to boost agricultural production by infusing 
domesticated strains with beneficial traits.

• Healthy ecosystems such as forests, coral reefs,
and wetlands play a key role in preventing floods 
and storm surges, purifying water, providing food,
abating erosion, and cleaning the air.

The Earth’s natural systems and species are under
unprecedented and escalating pressure from human
activities. Tropical forests, coral reefs, and wetlands
are among the essential ecosystems upon which all
life depends. Alarmingly, scientists estimate that
25% of the world's mammals and 11% of its birds are
now at significant risk of total extinction. Looking
ahead, some experts believe that as many as two-
thirds of all species may disappear by the end of the
21st century.

THE RESPONSE

The loss of biodiversity and the assault on the
atmosphere are signs of the world’s growing
interdependence – and a wake-up call for global
cooperation. No individual, no community, no nation
can address these challenges on their own. Only the
United Nations provides the global-scale platform
needed to develop and implement solutions that are
commensurate with the challenge. And it has.

The United Nations has helped bring the
international community together to more fully
comprehend the nature of the challenges by convening
expert panels and conferences to investigate the
science. Moreover, the United Nations has helped the
world community act on this newfound recognition of
global environmental degradation. UN initiative has
helped forge agreement on a Framework Convention
on Climate Change and the Convention on Biological
Diversity.

Scientific understandings and international treaties
are important, but alone are insufficient responses to
global environmental threats. Ultimately, we need
concrete, on-the-ground solutions as well. That is why
the UN is in the field, championing new strategies for
achieving sustainable development – environmentally
sound economic progress. On issues related to global
climate change and loss of biodiversity, the UN Agriculture residues are used to fuel gasification plants in

China, providing local residents with gas for cooking and
heating, as well as electricity services.
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account for half the greenhouse-gas emissions in the
developing world and will soon rival industrialized
countries’ outputs. Our program works in places
where the potential has surfaced for innovative,
creative investment to help large developing countries
leapfrog outdated, polluting technologies.

Creating a multiplier effect, moreover, the UN
Foundation grants are targeted to leverage
significant funds from the Global Environment
Facility (GEF), the World Bank, and local financial
institutions. The funding also advances public-
private partnerships that work on the community
level to promote the transition to sustainable energy
on a global scale. Acting as catalyst, the UN
Foundation has helped to leverage tens of millions of
dollars in new renewable energy and energy
efficiency investments.

WINDOW ON OUR WORK – THE UNF
ENVIRONMENT PROGRAM

Protecting the World’s Heritage

Suriname. The Central Suriname Nature Reserve
(CSNR) encompasses an extraordinary 1.6-million
hectares of wilderness – primarily a tropical forest –
situated in the Guyana Shield, one of the least
disturbed and biologically richest regions in the
world. Protecting the watershed for the Coppename

River, CSNR is home not only to a wide variety of
plant life, including almost 6,000 vascular plant
species, but also to numerous rare animals. Among
them are the jaguar, giant armadillo, giant river
otter, tapir, sloth, eight species of primates, and 400
bird species.

In an effort to protect this pristine region, the UN
Foundation is working with GEF to assist UNDP's
conservation efforts. Other partners include
Conservation International (CI), World Wildlife Fund
(WWF), and the Suriname Conservation Foundation
(SCF), a trust fund established to provide long-term
sustainable financing for the CSNR and to help
develop ecotourism, promote community-based
conservation with local and indigenous peoples, and
support the hiring and training of park guards.

UN Foundation funds are also supporting the
development of a management framework for the
CSNR using biological and social assessments,
community consultations, mapping, and other
activities. Meeting these fundamental short-term
needs will help to establish the credibility of the
CSNR and thus strengthen the Government of
Suriname's efforts to secure World Heritage
designation.

Democratic Republic of the Congo. In the
northeastern corner of the Democratic Republic of

RESULTS

To date, the UN Foundation’s Biodiversity program
has provided $32 million for 21 World Heritage
projects with a view towards strengthening the
conservation of these sites, and promoting the
replication of best practices learnt from these
initiatives. It has also catalyzed a major initiative
targeted at reversing the decline of coral reefs, called
the International Coral Reef Action Network (ICRAN).

The UN Foundation’s World Heritage initiatives are
being implemented by one or more UN partners,
including UNESCO’s World Heritage Centre, the
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP),
the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), and the
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
working in partnership with NGOs and local and
national governments. The UN Foundation is also
working closely with the World Heritage Centre to
expand its teamwork with the NGOs, governments,
and private sector groups that bear the responsibility
of translating international biodiversity priorities into
local participation and effective practice, as well as to
strengthen its ability to raise resources and improve
communication.

Mobilizing a global response and resources to protect
World Heritage Natural Sites is the key goal of the UN
Foundation’s partnership with UNESCO, which is

steward of the World Heritage Convention. That
umbrella alliance, in turn, supports the committed,
international, and local non-profit organizations that
carry the burden of preserving biodiversity on-the-
ground. Among the World Heritage Sites where the
UN Foundation’s collaborators are hard at work
include, the Central Suriname Nature Reserve, a set of
five sites within the Democratic Republic of Congo,
and the Galapagos Islands.

On climate change, the UN Foundation has invested
more than $35 million in targeted renewable energy
and energy efficiency projects focusing on three
countries – China, India, and Brazil – that already

Giant land tortoises in the Galapagos Islands.
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unless we act now. The International Coral Reef
Action Network (ICRAN) is the UN Foundation’s
partnership with UNEP, the UNEP-World
Conservation Monitoring Centre, the World Fish
Center (ICLARM), the World Resources Institute, the
Global Coral Reef Monitoring Network, Coral, and
the Regional Seas Programme. ICRAN is focused on
three main objectives: coral reef management;
assessment; and education. ICRAN’s strategy
includes alternative livelihoods, training, capacity-
building, and the exchange of current scientific,
economic, and social information. ICRAN is also
working to educate the decision-makers and raise
public awareness of the value of coral reefs and their
importance to the planet’s health by working with 

local communities, national governments, and global
organizations.

The UN Foundation initially provided a planning
grant to enable the partners to come together to
develop their vision and strategy for action. The UN
Foundation has since funded the action phase, and
also made available a challenge grant to help ICRAN
become sustainable by leveraging more funding
partners. The Goldman Fund and the U.S. Agency for
International Development (USAID) have joined in
partnership to support ICRAN.

CHARLES DARWIN FOUNDATION:
GALAPAGOS ISLANDS

The tortoises that inhabit the Galapagos Islands are
just one of the thousands of species living in perhaps
the most unique ecosystem on Earth. A World
Heritage Natural Site where Charles Darwin drew
inspiration for his theory of natural selection, the
Galapagos Islands provide a vast natural laboratory
for biologists studying ecosystems, species, and gene-
pools, and is a precious source of information
concerning the origins of species and the descent of
man. The Islands, home to more than 5,000 species
of plants and animals, remain an international
symbol of biodiversity and conservation.

In recent years, however, the pressures and
incursions of the modern world have put the

the Congo (DRC), all too close to armed conflict and
civil unrest in Rwanda, Uganda, and Sudan, five
World Heritage Sites are part of a protected areas
system once recognized as among the best in Africa.
Endowed with significant biological importance, the
sites harbor some of the world's rarest large
mammals, such as the northern white rhinoceros,
gorillas, okapi, and bonobo. Also living in and around
the stretches of grassland, tropical forest, and
mountain slopes are the Mbutu pygmies and other
indigenous peoples.

Noted in the past for staff professionalism and
dedication, the various parks and reserves and those
who manage them have all come under enormous
strain from poaching, illicit mining, cattle-raising, and
logging conducted by outlaw militia bands, desperate
refugees, and corrupt local officials. Basic equipment
and infrastructure was deteriorating, and personnel
were demoralized and underpaid. In this emergency,
a multi-year UN Foundation grant was more than just
a rescue operation. It helped set up what we expect to
be a durable partnership involving UNESCO, the DRC
Parks Authority, and a network of NGOs to deliver
resources to site staff and generate international and
political support for long-term protection.

A Nairobi-based core group of field staff from such
international NGOs as the Wildlife Conservation
Society, the International Gorilla Conservation

Program, the Milwaukee Zoological Society, and the
International Rhino Foundation coordinates the
delivery of assistance in close cooperation with the
DRC Parks Authority in Kinshasa. This aid includes
salaries for guards and supervisors, basic equipment,
and training programs to upgrade the skills of park
personnel as they mount dangerous anti-poaching
patrols, monitor wildlife populations, and conduct
community outreach.

Recognizing their unique contributions in the
struggle to study, protect, sustain, and restore
biodiversity, the Society of Conservation Biology
awarded the site guards one of its six Distinguished
Service Awards in 2001. Working with such
courageous partners in such hazardous conditions,
the UN Foundation helps to build and rebuild a
framework for the permanent protection of some of
the world’s most bountiful natural habitats.

CORAL REEFS

Coral reefs are one of the most spectacular
underwater environments, benefiting people and the
natural world far beyond their boundaries. They
safeguard lives, economies, and cultures, stimulate
tourism jobs and opportunities, act as safe harbors,
protect against erosion, and provide food to sustain
local diets. Yet, 60% of reefs are either severely
damaged or threatened with immediate damage

Hardy Reef in Australia.
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Lessons learned from this partnership will help
remove identified barriers to renewable energy
generation and establish commercial models that
other small island states can adapt. This partnership
comes at a time of growing momentum within the
small island states community to become energy
independent.

CHANGING THE CLIMATE FOR
RENEWABLE ENERGY

Within the Climate Change and Sustainable Energy
program and working with key UN partners, the UN
Foundation forms alliances as diverse as the projects
we facilitate. The variety of partnerships reflects the
range of opportunities to be explored. The key
character of the UN Foundation Climate/Energy
program is its innovation. The UN Foundation
strives to promote pioneering, market-oriented
approaches that engage the private sector in
promoting sustainable energy projects in developing
countries.

China. Two initiatives, both in China, tackle the
development-energy-climate change equation from
different angles and with different partners. UNEP’s
China Renewable Energy Enterprise Development
(CREED) project is designed to supply sustainable
and affordable energy services to the rural poor in
the Yunnan province. Applying a best-practices
model, CREED seeks to mitigate climate change and
preserve biodiversity at the same time. In a practical
recognition of the crucial linkage between developing
sustainable energy resources and protecting
biodiversity-rich forest habitat, the Nature
Conservancy in 2001 partnered with the UN
Foundation and helped to expand support for this
important initiative.

A different partner and source of co-funding – the
local government of the Jilin province – has invested

Galapagos under serious threat from the
introduction and spread of non-native plants and
animals that endanger native flora and fauna through
direct predation, competition for food, and habitat
destruction. Invasive species such as goats, rats, and
pigs have become an increasingly serious problem,
killing thousands of tortoises, plants, and land
iguanas. An estimated 250,000 goats kill vegetation
and cause extensive erosion, destroying the character
of the land and its ability to support life.

Fortunately, a partnership project for the control and
eradication of invasive species between the Charles
Darwin Foundation, the Galapagos National Park
Service, UNESCO, and the UN Foundation is helping
to determine new methods for the management of the
intruders and their effects, while simultaneously
eradicating selected populations and mitigating the
impact of others. The project also seeks to involve the
local community in education campaigns aimed at
keeping new foreign organisms off the Islands and
curbing the spread of existing ones. Due to its initial
successes in tackling the problems, the UNF-
UNESCO initiative has leveraged a significant
investment from GEF to take the invasive species
efforts to scale across the Galapagos Islands.

In 2002, the Society for Conservation Biology awarded
its Distinguished Service Award to the Charles
Darwin Foundation for their "extraordinary service to
the Galapagos Islands, in particular for tackling the

threat of invasive species, and for promoting
scientifically based conservation management."

In addition to Galapagos biodiversity activities, the
UN Foundation is forging a Small Island States
partnership to provide renewable energy to the
Galapagos, which could hold important lessons for
adaptation for other small island states. Globally,
small island states face extinction due to the rise in
sea levels resulting from the devastating impact of
fossil fuels on global warming. Oil dependency forces
small island states to accelerate their own
environmental degradation, while also facing the high
costs of oil imports. In 2001, a diesel spill near the
Galapagos dramatically impacted the sensitive
ecosystems and vulnerable populations, particularly
affecting the marine birds and sea lions.

Through a partnership with UNDP, GEF, and the E-7
Fund for Sustainable Development (comprised of the
world’s nine largest electric utilities), and in
cooperation with the Government of Ecuador, a major
project is underway to provide renewable (primarily
photovoltaic and wind) electricity generation in the
Galapagos Archipelago as a substitute for fossil fuels.
The partnership will make it possible for a majority of
Galapagos inhabitants to benefit from a clean,
modern, and reliable source of electricity, while
considerably reducing the amount of diesel used
annually, thereby decreasing the future probability of
damaging oil spills.

“The Department of Economic and Social Affairs
(DESA) values greatly its partnership with the

UNFIP and the UN Foundation and appreciates
in particular the UN Foundation's timely and

generous support to DESA preparatory activities
for the World Summit on Sustainable

Development, which helped ensure the Summit's
substantive and logistic success. Global projects
in which DESA and UNFIP continue to partner

include the promotion of clean energy sources
and renewable energy use, particularly in large

developing countries. DESA looks forward to
continued fruitful collaboration with UNFIP and

the UN Foundation in areas of common interest
and focus in the years to come.”

– Nitin Desai, Under-Secretary-General for
Economic and Social Affairs
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cook stoves. As a result, Rasma can increase its
production from fewer than 50 stoves per month to
600 per month. The thermal efficiency of the new
stove – the ceramic Jiko – is more than double that of
the traditional stove used by a large majority of
Zambians, and it reduces exposure to indoor smoke
and soot. The improvement could cut charcoal
consumption by more than half while helping
Zambians cook food in a more efficient and reliable
fashion.

Michel Tine, a local entrepreneur in Senegal who
developed a sound business strategy to service
existing wind pumps in rural areas, needed two
essential, missing ingredients: training and start-up
cash. AREED stepped in to provide Mr. Tine’s
company training and a modest loan, putting it on
the road to success. Yet, the assistance means more
than just a business opportunity for Mr. Tine’s
company, VEV. It also means a better life for many
people in Senegal. VEV now has the capacity to fix
many of the wind pumps in rural Senegal, 90% of
which are broken. In one rural village, for example,
the repair has meant more nourishment for the
village garden, and consequently, a greater supply of
food.

AREED’s success, recognized by the March 2002
presentation of the Energy Globe Award, helps send
a clear message: environmentally sound energy

service companies can meet many of the needs of the
rural poor while taking advantage of promising
investment opportunities. Given the promise of
AREED, the UN Foundation, UNEP, and E&Co are
adapting this approach to Brazil and China as well,
countries where advances in clean energy can add
momentum to further efforts to reach the 2 billion
people without access to electricity in the developing
world.

significantly in another UN Foundation-supported
project, UNDP’s work in promoting widespread use of
gasified biomass to meet the cooking, heating, and
electricity needs of rural communities in China. The
strong political and financial support from the
provincial government is critical to the successful
implementation of a 200-kilowatt gasification plant
in Hechengli Village. Fueled with agriculture
residues, the plant provides local residents with gas
for cooking and heating, as well as electricity
services. It could serve as a model for replication in
other parts of China.

Africa. A lack of access to modern energy services
has long been one of the primary impediments to
development in Africa. Ninety percent of Africans
have no access to electricity. Many Africans use
fuelwood to meet their energy requirements,
causing deforestation, desertification, and indoor
air pollution, which results in more death and
illness than tuberculosis, AIDS, or malaria. As
many African countries try to leap forward, they
will have to use new and innovative methods of
delivering clean and affordable energy services to
the rural poor to ensure economically and
environmentally sustainable development. The
future viability of many African communities,
especially the rural poor, is intricately tied to the
successful introduction of clean, efficient, and
affordable energy solutions.

In order to address these issues, the United Nations
Foundation is supporting a creative energy project
implemented by UNEP, E&Co, an organization that
provides technical and financial assistance for
renewable energy technologies, and five African
NGOs. The African Rural Energy Enterprise
Development (AREED) project relies on a market-
based approach, offering energy entrepreneurs a
combination of enterprise development services and
modest amounts of start-up financing. The program
also helps regional financial institutions
understand, and, ultimately, invest in the sector.
Finally, AREED trains NGOs in identifying
potential investment projects and works with
governments to institutionalize enterprise
development. The result is an increased supply of
clean and affordable energy to the rural poor.

In four of the target countries – Ghana, Mali,
Senegal, and Zambia – progress is being made in the
quest for sustainable energy development. AREED is
supporting a broad range of business activities,
which are already resulting in sustainable energy
production, including: solar rural electrification;
solar water heating; and the manufacture and sale of
efficient cook stoves.

In Zambia, an AREED-approved loan supported
Rasma Engineering, a producer of energy-efficient 

AREED provides modern energy services to the rural poor.
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LEADERSHIP FOR ENERGY

The central development goal of the United Nations
Millennium Declaration is the elimination of poverty.
Access to modern energy services is essential to
achieving this objective and it emerged as a key
theme of the World Summit on Sustainable
Development held in Johannesburg from August 26
to September 4, 2002.

The Energy Future Coalition, sponsored chiefly by
the Turner Foundation and the Better World Fund,
aims to accelerate the world’s transition to clean,
safe, and sustainable energy technology. The
Coalition is working to create a compelling new
technology-based vision of what the energy economy
can become, to attract the attention of the media,
policy makers, and the general public, and to create
stakeholder partnerships with business, labor,
farmers, and NGOs that can bring about policy
change and spark a revolution in energy technology.

STRENGTHENING THE UN 

Energy was one of the core issues of the World
Summit for Sustainable Development. To facilitate
UN preparations for the Summit in that area, the
UN Foundation made a number of grants to key UN
agencies: to fund an informal working group on the
development of a broad framework to facilitate

access by developing countries to clean, affordable,
and safe energy; to initiate a sustainable energy
network aimed at promoting collaboration between
"centers of excellence" in the North and South; and
to help  developing countries create climate change
strategies to meet development objectives while also
addressing climate change related issues.

UNF’s support for and participation in the Summit
also focused on renewable energy initiatives
including the Global Village Energy Partnership,
which aims to provide basic energy services to poor,
isolated communities in developing countries, and
the official launch of a partnership with the E-7 and
UNDP on projects in the Galapagos and in Bolivia to
help provide clean electricity to local communities.

The development and implementation of the
platform on energy discussed in Johannesburg will
be a continued interest of the Foundation in the
coming years. The UN Foundation will work to forge
the partnerships necessary to further support the
United Nations in its efforts to provide clean,
affordable, and renewable energy services across the
world.

Renewable energy technology, such as wind and solar systems,
provide cost-effective clean energy.
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CHILDREN’S HEALTH

“The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) has been a major recipient of the
UNF’s Children’s Health program since 1998. UNF support has significantly

increased the interest of other organizations, including NGOs and corporations, to
work in partnership with UNICEF to decrease child mortality and morbidity. Our

partnership has already produced many benefits for children around the world.”

– Carol Bellamy, Executive Director, UNICEF

THE CHALLENGE

All cultures, all nations, all individuals around the world are linked by an innate desire to ensure that children
are nurtured with the nutrition, health, care, and attention they need to grow and prosper. Unhappily, many of
the basic needs remain elusive for millions of the world’s children. Some 600 million children, or 40 percent of all
children in developing countries, are living in abject poverty (less than $1 per day).

Each year more than ten million children in low and middle-income countries die before reaching their fifth
birthday. Seven in ten of these deaths are due to just five preventable and treatable conditions: pneumonia,
diarrhea, malaria, measles, and malnutrition – or some combination of these conditions. AIDS has orphaned 14
million children – equal to the number of children under five years of age in the United States. Forty million
children under 15 years are subjected to abuse or serious neglect each year. One hundred and ninety million
children are working each year, most without access to educational opportunities. According to estimates, 300,000
children are actively involved in conflict. And there are seven million refugee children around the world.

The UN Foundation and its partners are working to provide children the most basic human right - a healthy and productive life.
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Prevention of tobacco use is a challenge few private
sector donors have undertaken at the international
level. UNF grants support the World Health
Organization (WHO)’s Tobacco Free Initiative which
coordinates tobacco prevention efforts on several
fronts in multiple countries. In addition, these
countries support the development of the first ever
public health treaty, the Framework Convention on
Tobacco Control, which is scheduled to be signed in
May 2003.

And finally, the HIV/AIDS crisis has emerged as an
important new challenge on the international
children’s agenda – including such issues as
transmission of the HIV virus from mother to child,
children becoming orphans, and children being
affected by the broad social consequences of the
pandemic.

The UN Foundation’s Children’s Health program
builds on these agreed UN priorities, and attempts to
use lessons from one activity to improve other
activities, while integrating and coordinating action
at the country level. The Children’s Health program
helps to forge alliances inside and outside the UN to
increase the success of these disease prevention
efforts. Coursing through all of our efforts is the
priority and premium we place on prevention and
partnerships.

RESULTS

Our Children’s Health program has awarded almost
$200 million through more than 50 major projects. In
collaboration with others, the UN Foundation has
worked to propel major progress in the worldwide
eradication of polio and control of measles in Africa.
As a result, there are now less than 10 polio-endemic
countries remaining in the world and less than 500
worldwide cases. In countries where UNF’s efforts
are underway, the incidence of measles has declined
by more than 90%.

The international community has an obligation to
current and future generations to close the gap
between the children that have and do not have
access to basic health care. Children must be
routinely vaccinated against preventable diseases.
Basic nutrition can be improved through creative
new strategies to supplement foods with key
micronutrients. Prenatal care must become
universal – we know that healthy mothers mean
healthy children. Meeting basic needs like clean
water and sanitation would help eliminate common
carriers of disease and despair. Only through a
coordinated, global response can each child be
guaranteed the most basic human right – a healthy
and productive life.

THE RESPONSE

Led by the United Nations, concerted efforts to
reduce child mortality and morbidity have evolved to
become one of the most important and successful
forms of international cooperation during the past 40
years. Tremendous progress has been made:

• Child mortality has been halved;
• Child malnutrition reduced by one-third; and,
• Immunizations for key childhood diseases have 

been increased from 5% 30 years ago to more 
than 80% globally.

These gains have saved the lives of millions of
children and yielded invaluable lessons. The UN-led
Children’s Summit in 1990 and its recent 10-year
review have identified key priorities for the future.
The UN Foundation has taken stock of these lessons
and has worked to build them into our programming.

First is the importance of community-based
approaches to children’s well-being. It is imperative
that children’s health programs empower
individuals, families, and communities to recognize
and respond to health challenges and to practice
preventive health care.

Second, vertical approaches – targeted, single-
disease focused campaigns (polio, measles, guinea
worm, etc.) – have been successful in reducing both
mortality and morbidity for several diseases.
However, vertical approaches are costly and
resource-limited, so carefully targeted successes are
being used to build momentum for broader-based
strategies aimed at strengthening the public health
infrastructure and capacity. At the country level,
vertical disease efforts are being integrated for
delivery wherever it is possible and appropriate.
For example, during some measles campaigns,
vitamin A is provided, neonatal tetanus
immunizations are given, and insecticide-treated
bednets are distributed.

A UNICEF "village health day" in Cambodia.
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Teamwork against Measles

The UN Foundation’s Measles Partnership with
WHO, UNICEF, CDC, and the American Red Cross
draws from the polio model to mount an effort to
prevent measles, the leading cause of vaccine-
preventable deaths among children. Although the
measles vaccine is both effective and inexpensive –
costing less than one dollar on average to vaccinate a
child – WHO estimates that over three-quarters of a
million children died of the disease in 2000. In
March 2001, launching the first phase of the Measles
Initiative, UNICEF and WHO, supported by a grant
from the UN Foundation, CDC, and the American
Red Cross, began immunizing millions of children in
eight African countries.

The partnership formula is simple. In the lead, the
American Red Cross provides policy-level support to
WHO and UNICEF Global and Regional Measles
Plans. CDC, in turn, delivers technical assistance to
the two UN agencies in translating their policies into
programs. Financial backing comes from the CDC,
American Red Cross, and the UN Foundation, which
administers, coordinates, and distributes the Measles
Fund. The partnership underwrites country-level
activities, requiring that all measles-control plans be
part of five-year National Expanded Program
Immunizations Plans and be approved by each
country’s Interagency Coordinating Committee. As

the implementing partners, WHO and UNICEF then
work with national ministries of health to support
the operation and strengthen the infrastructure
necessary for successful routine vaccination
programs.

The Measles Partnership is an example of using
South-South lessons to achieve a successful disease
prevention intervention. The Americas have
successfully used countrywide campaigns to provide
a ‘second opportunity’ for protection among
populations that were not previously immunized. As
a result, measles in the Americas is in the
elimination phase. Similarly, seven Southern African
countries adopted this approach four years ago and

The vast majority of UNF’s Children’s Health
initiatives are being undertaken in Africa, where we
have helped to strengthen public health capacity and
the ability of host governments to address an array of
challenges facing children.

Our work has been advanced and informed by the
many partners with which we are privileged to
participate: WHO; the UN Children’s Fund
(UNICEF); the American Red Cross; the U.S. Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC); Rotary
International; SmithKline Beecham; the Rockefeller
Foundation; the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation;
the U.S. Agency for International Development
(USAID); the International Development Research
Centre (IDRC); and many others.

WINDOW ON OUR WORK – THE UNF
CHILDREN’S HEALTH PROGRAM

Eradicating Polio

Together with WHO, UNICEF, CDC, Rotary
International, the World Bank, and the Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation, the UN Foundation is a
member of the worldwide polio eradication endeavor
aiming to eradicate the disease by the end of 2005.
Already, the number of countries where the disease
remains endemic has been cut from 20 in 2000 to 10 in
2001.

Building on the experience of the global immunization
drive that eradicated smallpox in 1979, the polio
eradication initiative has also reduced the number of
new cases from 350,000 in 1988 – when the global
eradication effort began – to under 500 in 2001,
representing a very measurable impact on the disease
burden of many countries: vaccine delivery; national
immunization days and surveillance activities; and
days of tranquility in countries experiencing conflict.

This broad global effort to revitalize the polio
eradication effort has brought increased partnership
development and creative fundraising solutions to the
worldwide campaign. We are hopeful that many of the
infrastructures (cold chain, laboratory network,
surveillance), approaches (microplanning, social
mobilization), and lessons (measure the impact from
the start, work in the most difficult situations earlier
in the effort) from polio eradication will also help to
advance other disease control efforts such as measles.

“Humankind stands on the verge of eliminating
forever what was once the world’s leading cause of

permanent disability. But the benefits will reach all
people for all time only if we can immunize all

children today.”

Kofi Annan, Secretary-General, United Nations

UN Foundation funds help children in Benin receive measles
vaccinations.
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children to reduce death, illness, and disability and to
promote improved growth and development among
children under five years of age. That premise is
embodied in the Integrated Management of
Childhood Illnesses (IMCI) approach to child health,
a WHO/UNICEF-led initiative that focuses on the
well-being of the entire child. With support from the
UN Foundation, those UN agencies are putting the
concept into practice in ten Latin American countries
and seven African ones.

IMCI pursues a three-pronged strategy: improving
family and community health practices;
strengthening the skills of health staff; and,
improving the health delivery system. The
community component of IMCI, imparting
preventive health information and care practices to
communities and caregivers to improve care-seeking
behaviors, has exceptional potential to decrease
childhood mortality. Simultaneously increasing
access to district health services and improving the
skills of health workers at district health centers
increases the acceptability of prescribed treatments.
As a concrete way to strengthen the capacity of UN
agencies to work with local authorities and staff,
IMCI can significantly broaden the access of the
poorest of the poor to preventive health measures.

Within the UN Foundation’s community IMCI
program, nine interrelated projects seek to improve

have reduced measles deaths to near zero. The
Measles Partnership goal is to extend this approach
throughout sub-Saharan Africa where over 50% of
the global measles deaths occur annually. In
addition, measles campaigns are using the
infrastructures, experiences, human capacity, and
lessons from polio eradication efforts to speed up
implementation while also acting as a tool for the
integration of other disease prevention efforts such
as distribution of micronutrients (vitamin A) and
insecticide-treated bednets, and immunizations
against polio and neonatal tetanus.

With UN Foundation support, more than 34 million
doses of measles vaccine were procured and used for
measles Supplemental Immunization Activities (SIAs)
or "catch-up campaigns" in Benin, Burkina Faso,
Cameroon, Ghana, Mali, Uganda, Togo, and Kenya.
The data indicates these SIAs are contributing to the
reduction of measles morbidity and mortality among
children from 9 months to 15 years.

The goal of measles immunizations is to reduce
mortality and morbidity by 95% and 90% respectively.
By the year 2005, our partners estimate that the drive
will have prevented 1.2 million deaths from measles in
Africa, bringing the number to near zero. Widespread
international support for measles vaccinations will
help ensure that such hopes become a reality.

Prevention of Tobacco Use

The UN Foundation’s early support for the Tobacco
Free Initiative (TFI) at WHO has helped to raise the
profile of diseases caused by tobacco use and to place
a long-term struggle against the single most lethal
agent of disease – tobacco – on the global agenda.

The Framework Convention on Tobacco Control,
which grew from the work of the TFI, is the first ever
global pact in the field of public health. The principle
of the treaty is to reduce consumption of, or exposure
to, tobacco. The intent of the five projects supported
by the UN Foundation is to prevent childhood
exposure to tobacco since most smokers begin to
smoke before they reach 18 years of age. UN
Foundation funding in education, media coverage,
legislation, and economics have mobilized and
provided tools for many grassroots efforts in
developing countries to combat tobacco interests
among youth. Our support has also enabled WHO to
mobilize bilateral donors for the tobacco treaty
convention and to bring NGOs from developing
countries into the process as active participants.

Integrated Management of Childhood
Illnesses

It takes the orchestrated efforts of health workers,
teachers, parents, community leaders, and even

The community IMCI program trains primary school teachers on
proper health guidance skills and explains how to channel
information to households through the child-to-child, and child-
to-parent approach.
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understanding of how to use existing health
programs for disease prevention.

Community IMCI programs work to convey
information to households through child-to-child and
child-to-parent channels. Community baseline
surveys that quantify child health care practices will
be used to guide development of
informational/educational materials. Through WHO
and UNICEF, this grassroots experience in
preventive health care is to be disseminated
throughout Africa.

family and community health practices to prevent
malaria, acute respiratory infections, diarrhea,
measles, and malnutrition – the leading causes of
death for children under five years of age. To carry
out these critical programs, the Pan American Health
Organization (PAHO) will work with the American
Red Cross in promoting household and community-
wide behavioral changes to prevent childhood
illnesses. Additionally, the project will develop a
long-distance learning community health course and
document project experiences to share success stories
with other regions. Thousands of Red Cross
volunteers, joining other NGOs, will help the UN
carry out this ambitious community-based effort on a
region-wide basis.

In addition, the UN Foundation provided support for
initiatives throughout Africa, and for expansion of
the "Promoting Essential Health Interventions in
Tanzania" (TEHIP) project. The Tanzania enterprise
(in which Canada’s International Development
Research Centre (IDRC) is an important UN
Foundation partner) uses the IMCI approach to
empower district health teams – in collaboration
with their communities – to make rational choices
and prioritize essential health interventions for
children and their families. Instead of top-down
directives, the projects equip local health systems to
base their decision-making on evidence of what
works (or does not) in practice. The result is a better

Parents play a key role in their child’s growth and development.
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PEACE, SECURITY, AND HUMAN RIGHTS

“The UN Foundation has been of tremendous value to the United Nations in its
first years of existence. It has challenged us to identify innovative new initiatives

that help the United Nations make a real difference in people’s lives and has
helped us make those initiatives work. We look forward to continued cooperation

in the years ahead, in developing creative new partnerships which will deliver real
value to people in developing countries around the world.”

– Mark Malloch Brown, Administrator of the 
United Nations Development Programme

THE CHALLENGE

In the past 20 years the world has seen more conflicts than in any other time in modern history. Certainly, the
second half of the 20th century will be remembered not only for the progress in science, or the technological feats
of conquering outer space, but also for bloodshed caused by civil wars. It is estimated that since the end of the
Cold War alone, over 6 million lives have been lost and 35 million people have been displaced due to internal
conflict. The United Nations, established a half century ago "to save succeeding generations from the scourge of
war", faces its greatest challenges as it confronts a world where deadly conflict has become almost commonplace.

The United Nations system rests on three, interrelated pillars: peace, security, and human rights. Everything
that the UN does ultimately affects these three pillars. Development cannot take place without peace. Peace
requires the maintenance of security. Human rights require that systems of governance be inclusive, with respect
to the rule of law, due process, and access to justice. Protecting citizens who are victims of internal conflicts, or

A UN peacekeeper plays with a young child in Hera, East Timor.
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hidden killers in the minefields of Angola or Bosnia,
working to reduce the threat of small arms and light
weapons in countries emerging from conflict, or
working to protect the rights of indigenous people in
Central America, the UN Foundation has found
mechanisms to reach the populations most affected
by war or those most in need of hope. By forging
important partnerships with other governments,
with the private sector, and with other
philanthropists, the UN Foundation works to
leverage the resources of a wide range of actors in
support of the United Nations’ core mission.

RESULTS

Success in this area is measured by the UN
Foundation’s ability to bring greater capacity to the
United Nations in a number of ways. Over the last
five years training of UN field staff, sensitizing
peacekeepers to the needs of women and children
who are victims of violence and war, and providing
education to humanitarian workers and citizens
about the removal of landmines all contribute to the
immediate needs of the United Nations and its
Member States, as well as to non-state actors who
have been given a voice through UN Foundation
programs.

WINDOW ON OUR WORK – THE UNF
PEACE, SECURITY, AND HUMAN
RIGHTS PROGRAM

Setting Priorities for Landmine Clearance. With
support to the United Nations Department of
Peacekeeping and Mine Action Service
(DPKO/UNMAS) and a partnership with the
Vietnam Veterans Foundation of America’s Survey
Action Centers and the U.S. Department of State,
this grant enabled successful surveys of minefields in
Yemen, Kosovo, Chad, and Thailand. These surveys
serve as indicators of the economic impact of
minefields on communities in these countries.

protecting those persons who have been displaced by
civil wars, has complicated the work of the UN in an
age when the underpinnings of sovereignty have
been challenged by the principles of humanitarian
intervention to protect individuals from massive
violations of human rights, including genocide.

Preventing conflict is key to a more stable world.
Conflict represents lost opportunities as countries
move away from development. If social, economic,
and political progress is to be advanced, an
international means of preventive action must
become the central mission of the United Nations in
the 21st century. This imperative has been the focus
of Secretary-General Kofi Annan, who stated that his
main priority was conflict prevention when he
accepted the Nobel Prize for Peace in 2001 on behalf
of the United Nations.

THE RESPONSE 

The UN Foundation’s approach to the area of peace,
security, and human rights must be dynamic.
Programming reflects the integration of conflict
prevention, peacebuilding, and human rights to solve
problems that confront the Member States. To be
responsive to the changing nature of global needs,
the UN Foundation has sought partnerships with
governments, international financial institutions, the
private sector, and civil society organizations to

ensure that violent conflicts are prevented, that
peacebuilding is sustained, and human rights remain
central to all activities that promote human
development.

Since 1998 the UN Foundation has awarded more
than $43 million in grants to address a wide range of
issues that will prevent violent conflict, help rebuild
war-torn societies, and respond to the needs of the
most vulnerable of civilians – women and children.
Whether it is support for the demobilization of child
soldiers in Africa, creating awareness about the

Training peacekeepers on the special needs of children is an
important part of post-conflict reconstruction.

UNF supports mine awareness and education campaigns in
landmine-infested countries like Cambodia.
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Member States have indicated that they view this
practical guide as central to any strategic planning
operation that addresses peacebuilding.

Human Rights. UNF supported International
Labour Organization (ILO) efforts to help create
greater capacity for indigenous peoples to defend
their rights by providing paralegal training to small
groups of local men and women and then leveraging
the effort by enabling students to train others. This
"train-the trainer" project provided legal know-how
to over 5,000 men and women in Guatemala, Costa
Rica, Honduras, Nicaragua, and Panama. This kind
of program is complemented by UNF support to a UN

Development Programme (UNDP) project that is
building a peer-learning capacity initiative linking
Southern NGOs and scholars involved in promoting
human rights.

Looking Forward. Early success demands that our
future efforts in this field build those areas where our
work adds value to the United Nations. Working
with others, the UN Foundation will support
programs that embrace the most compelling issues of
our time: putting into practice conflict prevention
strategies; providing for peacebuilding that embraces
preventive action; and supporting the creation of
capable states where respect for human rights is
embedded in the rebuilding process. As Secretary-
General Kofi Annan noted in his report on the
Prevention of Armed Conflict, it is time to translate
rhetoric into actions if the UN is to remain an
effective voice for its members and for mankind. We
believe our mission is to help realize this vision.

Women as Peacebuilders. With our partners at the
UN Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM), we
have brought women victims of conflict out of the
shadows of international assistance to the forefront
of strategy development around women’s needs in
conflict zones. UN Foundation support helped launch
pilot projects to support women peacebuilders in
Somalia, Sierra Leone, Colombia, and Angola. In
addition, the peacebuilding process in the Southern
Caucasus has produced three government partners,
recommendations on a strategy for women by 124
NGO representatives, and integration of this effort
into work by the European Commission.

Protecting the Most Vulnerable. With the Hewlett
Foundation and the United Kingdom’s Department of
International Development (DFID), the UN
Foundation has provided resources to the Office of
the Special Representative of the Secretary-General
for Children and Armed Conflict (OSRSG-CAC). This
office addressed the long-term challenge of protection
of youngsters in armed conflict or other high-risk
situations, during fighting and in the post-conflict
environment. Integration of children’s needs to
peacekeeping operations is an essential component of
sustaining peace, and building a nation’s future.

Early Warning and Preventive Measures: Building
UN Capacity for Conflict Prevention. With support to
the UN Staff College and the UN Department of

Political Affairs (DPA), over 600 field staff from 29
departments received training on identification of
potential crisis situations, and the means to apply
conflict prevention measures to specific cases. Not
only did the project evaluations indicate substantive
improvements in the quality of work done by DPA
desk officers, it also helped move the UN "from a
culture of reaction to a culture of prevention." UN
Foundation resources also helped to leverage an
additional $2 million in support of prevention
activities.

Peacebuilding. Working in partnership with the
Hewlett Foundation, a grant to develop an
operational task framework for post-conflict
reconstruction has provided a blueprint for
rebuilding failed states and war-affected regions. A
joint effort between the Center for Strategic and
International Studies (CSIS) and the Association of
the U.S. Army responded to gaps in ways the United
States and members of the international community
respond to complex emergencies. A National
Commission on Post-Conflict Reconstruction has
finished a year of meetings and deliberation, setting
the road to reform in both the United States and
among our colleagues at the UN. This project has
provided the basis for international engagement
within the UN as it struggles to deal with the needs
of post-September 11th and the war on terrorism. As
this project moves into its international phase, Women peacebuilders in the Southern Caucasus.
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THE BETTER WORLD FUND

“I should like to extend to you my deep appreciation for the work…of the Better
World Campaign and the UN Foundation in expanding understanding in the

United States of the work of the United Nations and in generating a broad
coalition of support in Washington, DC for the United Nations…”

– Kofi Annan, Secretary-General, United Nations

As the UN Foundation’s sister organization, the Better World Fund (BWF) is the primary vehicle for public
education on behalf of the United Nations and its work. While the Foundation makes grants only to UN
Programmes and Agencies, the Fund works in parallel on projects that champion the UN and its work among the
general public, the media, opinion leaders, and elected officials.

The United Nations was founded out of the ashes of World War II, at a time when nations everywhere understood
and appreciated the need for an international forum for different perspectives, different cultures, and different
nations to have a voice so that issues could be resolved in the interest of world peace, and challenges addressed
in the interest of mutual progress. For more than 50 years, the United Nations has served its primary mission –
preventing conflict on a global scale.

But the world has changed. In place of widespread interstate conflict, the international community now confronts
a host of intrastate conflicts. In addition, trade and transportation, commerce, and the environment link nations
as never before. The era of globalization gives new rationale to the United Nations.

The Better World Fund operates for one overarching purpose – strengthening the goals and objectives of the
United Nations – through three distinct kinds of activities: efforts that advance public understanding and support
for the United Nations; projects that have high catalytic potential for enhancing the work of the UN; and special

John Negroponte, U.S. Ambassador to the UN; Ted Turner; and UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan.
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United States to communicate the importance of the
UN and the need for a strong U.S.-UN relationship.
BWC activities in 1999 helped rally support for paying
the arrears from seven former Secretaries of States,
the nation’s top business leaders, deans and scholars
from the nation’s top international schools, scores of
U.S. newspapers, the National Chamber of Commerce,
hundreds of NGOs, and many others. The result was
the bipartisan Helms-Biden agreement, struck in
November 1999, which set the United States on track
to pay $926 million in U.S. arrears over three years
providing the UN met certain benchmarks or
conditions. In September 2002, the Campaign
achieved its original goal when the United States
released the third and final payment of $244 million
under the terms of this agreement.

BWC has also worked to ensure the United States
honors its yearly commitments to UN peacekeeping.
In 2000, when the UN peacekeeping budget was under
severe attack in Congress, BWC efforts highlighted
the importance of the United Nations’ critical work in
this area to assure the United States paid $846 million
– over $340 million more than the House and Senate
had originally approved. The Campaign also
encouraged Congress and the Administration to lift a
1995 limitation on the U.S. contribution to UN
peacekeeping, a goal that was achieved in September
2002, preventing the United States from accruing
hundreds of millions of dollars in new arrears.

More recently, the Campaign has addressed other
measures that prevent the United States from
honoring its full financial commitments to the UN.
For example, it has worked with Congress to draft a
plan for the United States to pay its UN dues on time
for the first time since the early 1980’s. This
measure, when enacted, will significantly improve
the financial health of the United Nations.

Finally, the Campaign has also backed U.S. re-entry
into the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO) by leading a group of NGOs
in Washington, D.C. and by helping to rally support
from editorial boards, state and local officials,
businesses, and other organizations across the
United States. On September 12, 2002, President
Bush announced to the UN General Assembly that
the United States will rejoin UNESCO and BWC is
working to ensure this occurs by October 2003.

The Model Cities Program. In 2000, the Better World
Campaign launched its Model Cities program, a
public education and outreach effort to build a
stronger, more vibrant constituency for the United
Nations. The Model Cities program includes on-the-
ground capacity in Chicago, Minneapolis, Seattle,
Houston, Los Angeles, and Denver, and similar but
less intense work in four other regional centers. In
these cities, BWC works with leaders of community
groups, businesses, charitable and advocacy

activities that advance the goals and objectives of the
UN and international cooperation.

PUBLIC EDUCATION

Better World Campaign. The Better World
Fund’s signature project is the Better World
Campaign (BWC), which works primarily across the
United States to strengthen the work of the United
Nations by promoting its record of success and its
essential role in addressing critical global issues.
When BWC was launched in early 1999, the United
States had been accruing arrears to the UN for 13
years and was $1 billion in debt to the organization.
The United States was in danger of losing its vote in
the UN General Assembly due to the amount of its
unpaid bills, and of further exacerbating a
deteriorating relationship between the United States
and the United Nations. Against this backdrop, BWC
set out not only to create an environment in which
the Administration and Congress could pay the

arrears, but to permanently strengthen the
relationship between the United Nations and its
largest financial contributor.

The Better World Campaign seeks to build support on
Capitol Hill and, more broadly, to connect the
American people to the UN’s work. It works with
Congressional leaders, activates key constituency
groups, employs strategic paid advertising, and
engages reporters and editorial boards across the

“Ted Turner’s generous $31 million gift, provided in
September 2001, allowed for continued progress on
UN reform and on U.S. efforts to pay our arrears to

the United Nations.”

– John Negroponte, U.S. Ambassador 
to the United Nations
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on the critical role the United Nations plays in
world affairs. UN Wire helps connect people with
the work of the UN by compiling the latest news
about the United Nations and its key priorities from
newspapers and journals around the world. UN
Wire provides a concise, daily summary on a wide
range of issues including, world health, the
environment and sustainable development,
women’s issues, international human rights, UN
reform, and peacekeeping and security. UN Wire
covers approximately 24 stories each day about the
UN and international affairs, far more than even
the most internationally minded major daily
newspapers.

Because UN Wire delivers comprehensive news of
the United Nations to readers worldwide on a daily
basis, the publication helps build a broader, global
constituency for the UN through a greater
understanding of the UN and its efforts. UN Wire
can be found on the worldwide web at
www.unwire.org.

United Nations Education and Model United
Nations. Since 1998, BWF has supported the
Washington, D.C. Program for United Nations
Education which brings information and programs
about the United Nations and international issues
into the Washington, D.C. public school system.
Working with the U.S. Department of State Model
UN Partnership, the program has grown from two to
five schools, with one school starting the first Model
UN Class in Washington, D.C.

BWF has also supported both the UNA-U.S.A. and
the Academic Council for United Nations Study
(ACUNS) through a major matching grant. This
support helped UNA-U.S.A. to expand their outreach
to students in the United States with the Global
Classrooms Model UN curriculum, an enhancement
of the first curriculum pioneered by the UNA-Boston
Chapter. An updated and enhanced website, videos,
books, and other resources also helped to increase the
amount and caliber of UN research accessible by
undergraduate and graduate students.

UN Fulbright Fellowship Program. In July 2002,
the Better World Fund, Institute of International
Education (IIE), and United Nations partnered to
provide some of the world’s best and brightest
students with a unique opportunity to help advance
the work of the UN, learn from UN staff, and carry
this formative experience with them as they develop
into the world’s future leaders.

organizations, and other opinion shapers to educate,
build grassroots capacity, and strengthen local
coalitions to support the UN in particular, and
international engagement in general. BWC also
works closely with the United Nations Association
of the United States of America (UNA-U.S.A.), the
primary grassroots constituency group supporting
the United Nations, in each of its Model Cities.

As part of BWC’s efforts to better educate the
American public about the vital work of the UN, the
Campaign has organized events and activities for
dozens of senior UN officials. These activities have
provided UN officials with a direct means of
communicating with the American public about the
important role the organization plays around the
world. Events organized by BWC have focused on
issues such as the World Summit on Sustainable
Development, the UN General Assembly Special
Session on Children, the UN Children’s Fund
(UNICEF) role in post-war Afghanistan, the global
fight against HIV/AIDS, U.S. re-entry into
UNESCO, and UN peacekeeping.

The single largest example of BWC’s efforts to
connect the UN with the American public occurred
on October 11, 2001, one month after the terrorist
attacks in the United States. BWC, joined by UNA-
U.S.A. and the League of Women Voters, organized a
ten-city, national town hall meeting featuring

Secretary-General Kofi Annan with former CBS
anchor Walter Cronkite serving as the moderator.
The event allowed the Secretary-General to address
the American people, live via satellite, about the
UN’s solidarity with the American people and to
explain the vital role of the United Nations in the
international campaign against terror.

UN Wire. UN Wire is an indispensable part of the
Better World Fund’s mission to educate the public

Secretary-General Annan addresses the American public
about the global fight against terrorism.

“The site is an invaluable resource for my work,
which addresses issues of gender, human rights,
and development. I read the UN Wire every day

and share many parts of it with colleagues in and
out of the office.”

– Staff Member, International Center for Research
on Women
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grants can be grouped into the following categories:
management transition grants; management
innovation and improvement grants; and new policy
initiative grants.

Management Transition Grants. Management
transition grants help provide incoming senior UN
officials with the resources needed to develop and
implement managerial and organizational
improvements during leadership transitions. In 1998,
UNF provided a grant to the World Health
Organization (WHO) to create and implement a
comprehensive plan for its internal management
restructuring. WHO reports that the UNF resources
enabled incoming WHO Director-General, Dr. Gro
Brundtland, to convene a team of experts to assist her
in a much-needed management restructuring process.

Management Innovation and Improvement Grants.
These grants enable the UN to implement or initiate
measures supported by the Secretary-General’s
reform agenda. For example, UNF provided the
Secretary-General with the resources needed to
execute the second phase of his reform program, which
include proposals aimed at improving the UN capacity
for partnership building. In addition, UNF supports
UN institutional strengthening efforts which
emphasize UN interagency collaboration, a key part of
the Secretary-General’s call for UN revitalization.
UNF-supported projects aim to strengthen

cooperation among the various Agencies, Funds, and
Programmes at the field, country, and headquarter
levels through such mechanisms as the Common
Country Assessments and UN Development
Assistance Frameworks.

New Policy Initiative Grants. These grants aim to
strengthen the UN’s capacity to launch new
programs despite budgetary restraints. For example,
UNF resources helped the Department of Economic
and Social Affairs (DESA), the UN Environment
Programme (UNEP), and the UN Development
Programme (UNDP) launch key activities and
initiatives at the World Summit on Sustainable
Development. With UNF support, the agencies
implemented an information and communication
campaign for the Summit, engaged NGOs and civil
society in the Summit dialogue, and established an
innovative program for the identification of best
practices in biodiversity protection in the Equator
Belt countries.

Overall, through program grants, fundraising efforts,
and coalition building, as well as communications
support, the UN Foundation/Better World Fund aims
to help the UN become a more efficient and effective
organization, able to respond to the world’s largest
challenges.

Through the UN Fulbright Fellowship Program, 20
students from developing countries already enrolled
in the Fulbright Program will extend their fellowship
with a six-month program at the UN beginning in
the summer of 2003. This internship will enable
these students to contribute their valuable
knowledge, skills, and experience to the UN and to
take away a deeper understanding and appreciation
of the UN and its important work. By strategically
placing fellows according to UN needs and student
expertise, this innovative program will help broaden
the base of the next generation of UN leaders and
advocates for global cooperation.

National Conference of Editorial Writers. In 1999
and again in 2002, BWF worked with the National
Conference of Editorial Writers (NCEW) to bring
editorial writers from around the United States to
the United Nations for two days of briefings with
senior UN officials. These briefings, made possible
with a small grant from BWF, enabled attending
writers to hear directly from many of the UN's top
officials – including Secretary-General Kofi Annan –
on issues such as peacekeeping, girls’ education, and
the global fight against HIV/AIDS. Assisting the UN
in maintaining ongoing relations with editorial
writers and their newspapers is critical to the UN’s
efforts to communicate the vital role it plays around
the world. In an effort to build on the success of this
program, BWF will work with the UN to hold
conferences in 2003 for journalists and other civil
society and business leaders from around the world.

ADVANCING UN GOALS –
INSTITUTIONAL STRENGTHENING 

While most activities of UNF and BWF are aimed at
strengthening the UN system by enhancing its
programs, promoting better understanding of the
importance of its role in support of peace and
development, or facilitating its access to additional
resources and partners, a number of UNF grants are
intended to help the UN directly strengthen itself as
an institution. UNF institutional strengthening

Model UN students participate in a Security Council
simulation.
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died of AIDS. Currently, more than 40 million people
live with HIV. The epidemic is projected to claim an
additional 65 million lives by 2020.

There is hope, however. Simply by scaling up existing
efforts, we can prevent up to two-thirds of the
projected HIV/AIDS infections between now and 2010
– saving the lives of 28 million people. A lack of
resources is perhaps the biggest challenge to scaling
up these prevention efforts.

To assist in mobilizing the necessary resources to
confront the HIV/AIDS problem, the United Nations
Foundation/Better World Fund has developed a public
service advertising campaign about the global AIDS
epidemic with the Ad Council of America designed to
raise awareness among Americans about the global
AIDS epidemic and create "everyday activists" who
can be called upon to further support the Secretary-
General's "Call to Action" against AIDS. Donations
made to the United Nations Foundation as a result of
the Apathy is Lethal Campaign will be divided
between the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis
and Malaria and the Joint UN Programme on
HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS).

Launched in November 2002, the initial advertising
focuses attention on the victims left behind in the
wake of the AIDS crisis – the more than 14 million
children who have lost one or more parents to this
disease and places this in an American context by

contrasting it with the equivalent number of American
children. The ads force viewers to imagine their own
world devastated by AIDS. The advertising will direct
individuals to a website or toll-free phone line that
provides them with a number of outlets for their
compassion and concern, and the Ad Council projects
the contribution of over $30 million in donated media,
time, and space for this effort in 2003.

SPECIAL PROJECTS

Better World Fund resources have also been used to
support strategic efforts that advance the goals and
objectives of the United Nations and its causes.

Global Youth Service Day. BWF funding helped to
expand worldwide engagement in Global Youth
Service Day (GYSD), an annual event that celebrates,
recognizes, and mobilizes youth volunteers working on
behalf of their communities. The purpose of these
efforts is to engage a new generation of volunteers and
community leaders working on some of the most
persistent and pressing global challenges – from
poverty to HIV/AIDS.

With BWF support, Global Youth Service Day has
grown from a small program in 25 countries to a truly
global initiative involving millions of youth. In 2002,
Global Youth Service Day reached more than four
million youth in 150 countries. Highlights from GYSD
2002 include:

• In Afghanistan, National Youth Roundtables were 
held in each of the six provinces of Afghanistan to 
discuss youth involvement in a changing 
environment. Other activities included a Clean-Up 
Program in schools throughout the country,
planting 1000 trees in different provinces, repairing 
playgrounds, and organizing youth sporting 
tournaments as an instrument for peace.

• GYSD activities in Liberia were largely focused 
on raising awareness about HIV/AIDS. Through a 
broad public outreach and educational campaign 
for the VOA Camp for Displaced People, materials 
were distributed about the dangers of HIV/AIDS 
and how to avoid contracting the virus.
Volunteers also distributed free condoms and 
posters, coordinated a presentation on HIV/AIDS,
and ended their visit to the camp with a rally that 
involved several thousand people.

Ad Council. AIDS has orphaned more than 14 million
children around the world. More than 60 million
people around the world have the HIV virus or have

“The Better World Fund has played an
instrumental role in the expansion of Global Youth

Service Day from 25 countries in 2000 to 150
countries in 2002. Our two-year partnership with

BWF provided critical planning grants to
participating countries and enabled Global Youth
Service Day to translate its website and planning
toolkits into new languages – all of which would

not have been possible without the generous support
of BWF.”

– Silvia Golombek, Vice President of Programs,
Youth Service America 
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RESOURCE MOBILIZATION

“Our partnership with the UN Foundation allows us to create new opportunities,
improve the quality of life and make a difference in local communities

around the world of which we are a part.”

– Douglas N. Daft, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer,
The Coca-Cola Company

The purposes and programs of the United Nations and its centrality as the vehicle for international cooperation
require not only the support of all 191 Member States but also of the world community. The need for partnerships
with the private sector across continents and causes are critical to the development and implementation of long-
term strategies to meet pressing human needs.

Working to encourage new partners and resources for the work of the United Nations, thereby strengthening the
UN as an institution, has been one of the foundations of UNF’s mission since its inception. The response to our
outreach has been impressive. In our first five years, we have raised or leveraged more than $150 million from
individuals and partners, including more than 50 major corporations, governments, non-governmental
organizations, and foundations. It is clear that through the seeding of various types of initiatives, the UN
Foundation can significantly increase the impact of the Turner gift and others’ funds.

As we have worked to secure new partnerships, we also serve as an effective steward of resources for UN causes
and have established secure systems of financial accountability and oversight with the care and transparency
necessary to satisfy all participants. As a result, the UN Foundation has won a reputation as a flexible,
responsible conduit for funding UN causes.

UN Foundation partnerships such as the Measles Initiative have helped improve the health of children worldwide.
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many others, has catalyzed three projects in support
of the Islands:

Invasive Species. Working with the UN
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO) and the Ecuadorian Government since
1999, the UN Foundation and our partners have
provided millions in private funds, which led to a

major multiplier contribution from the Global
Environment Facility (GEF) in support of the
effort;

Renewable Energy. The UN Foundation, the UN
Development Programme (UNDP), and the E-7
Fund  have launched a partnership to provide up to
$25 million in resources to provide renewable wind
energy to the Islands;

Galapagos Coalition. The UN Foundation has, with
the support of the Government of Ecuador,
established a public-private coordination platform,
now with over 30 participating entities from all
sectors, to foster ongoing public-private
collaboration in the areas of invasive species,
fisheries, and renewable energy.

AIDS. In addition to UNF awards totaling more than
$50 million to HIV/AIDS activities through our
Women and Population and Children’s Health
programs, UNF and BWF have, in collaboration with
the World Economic Forum and the Joint UN
Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS), provided seed
funding to the "Menus Project" – a list of projects
related to HIV/AIDS – which serves as an advocacy
and fundraising tool to engage the private sector and
other global actors in addressing the HIV/AIDS
challenge. With initial funding for three country
menus to be established, additional funding from the

Five years of experiment and experience, of
innovation and outreach have given the United
Nations Foundation a reservoir of knowledge and
energy to tap for years and challenges to come. We
will continue to function as an agile, accountable
partner in the work of drawing new and additional
resources to the United Nations. The Foundation has
grown strong, however, because it has drawn on the
strength of others and combined with its partners to
mobilize team efforts more effectively than any of us
could muster alone.

BUILDING PUBLIC-PRIVATE
PARTNERSHIPS

UN Foundation partnerships demonstrate that there
are significant and immediate benefits to public-
private collaboration, and that there remains a
largely untapped source of philanthropic support for
global challenges. We have built these partnerships
with the UN and on behalf of UN causes largely
around three models: joining with others to expand
and multiply impact around specific projects or
programs; creating mechanisms to champion,
engage, and sustain grassroots interventions around
global causes; and convening entities from all sectors
to catalyze bold new ways to achieve results.
Examples of these funding partnerships can be found
within every section of this five-year report as they
now permeate all facets of the Foundation.

Polio Campaign. The Global Polio Eradication
Initiative is now focused on efforts in 10 Asian and
sub-Saharan African countries. In one of the largest
of many efforts to mobilize funds, the UN
Foundation, in partnership with the Bill and Melinda
Gates Foundation and the Rotary International (who
has shown tremendous leadership through its 15
years of effort and dedication to the eradication
effort), has catalyzed a new public-private funding
mechanism that will use private funds to take World
Bank loans to a grant status, providing an additional
$125 million to the effort.

Measles Campaign. Measles, the leading vaccine-
preventable childhood killer in the world, is the
target of another UN Foundation team effort for
children’s health. To date, the UN Foundation and its
partners have raised funds to vaccinate millions of
children in sub-Saharan Africa. In addition, the
American Red Cross has launched a major campaign
amongst its 1100 chapters nationwide, making the
measles campaign its premier international fund
raising priority.

Galapagos. The Galapagos Islands, a Natural World
Heritage Site, are under heavy environmental threat
from invasive species, increasing human population,
devastating oil spills, and a booming tourism
industry. The UN Foundation, in partnership with
UNESCO, UNDP, the Government of Ecuador, and
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Through these and scores of other initiatives, we are
moving closer to our aspiration of becoming the
"World’s Community Foundation."

Pfizer and Alcoa corporations, Standard Charter
Bank, the Open Society Institute, and the Inter-
American Development Bank have led to a total of
eight menus being created. UNAIDS country teams
have embedded the menus concept into their
outreach strategy on the ground.

Adopt-A-Minefield. An estimated 60 to 70 million
landmines in at least 70 countries maim or kill
approximately 26,000 civilians every year, including
8,000 to 10,000 children. Those who survive endure
a lifetime of physical, psychological, and economic
hardship. Through the Adopt-A-Minefield
Campaign, the UN Foundation and the Better World
Fund have partnered with the United Nations
Association of the United States of America to help
prevent landmine deaths and injuries by mobilizing
resources for mine clearance and victim assistance
and by raising awareness of this lethal danger. Since
its inception, the Adopt-A-Minefield Campaign has
raised over $10 million, receiving donations from
over 200,000 donors world-wide through campaigns
operating in the United States, Canada, the United
Kingdom, and Sweden.

These are but a sampling of the types of partnerships
UNF and BWF have developed or are developing.
From providing Vanguard Charitable Endowment
Program clients access to UN investment
opportunities, to serving as a platform for the United
Kingdom’s Charities Aid Foundation, the leading
payroll deduction service in England, to partnering
with the Mosaic Foundation, a coalition of Middle
Eastern Ambassador’s wives, in support of AIDS
projects in Africa, the UN Foundation and Better
World Fund will continue to explore new ways to
enable all sectors to join with us in support of UN
causes.
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THE UNITED NATIONS FUND 
FOR INTERNATIONAL PARTNERSHIPS

“Mr. Ted Turner’s leadership has helped develop a new vision in the United
Nations about "working together" and about finding collective solutions to global

problems. This unprecedented partnership is compelling us to re-examine the
whole area of funding, and also how to intellectually and strategically engage the

entire United Nations family, building on the comparative advantage of the United
Nations Agencies, Programmes and Funds and their vast expertise.”

— Amir Dossal, Executive Director of UNFIP  

When first taking office in 1997, the Secretary-General announced his vision of a United Nations that should
adapt itself to changing times. He has always recognized the critical role of the private sector and civil society for
both developing and developed countries: "peace and prosperity cannot be achieved without partnerships
involving governments, international organizations, the business community, and civil society. In today’s world
we depend on each other."  With this philosophy in mind, the United Nations of the 21st century has been much
more proactive in its relationship with the public and the private sectors. A special case in point is the successful
partnership between the United Nations and the United Nations Foundation, an affiliation that is guided by the
United Nations Fund for International Partnerships.

In response to Mr. Turner’s announcement of his unprecedented gift to the United Nations, the Secretary-General
gave Mr. Joseph Connor, Under-Secretary-General for Management, the task of creating a new facility to
coordinate, channel, and monitor contributions from the UN Foundation. This facility needed to be agile and
responsive to development needs as well as to be in line with Mr. Turner’s expectations. Thus, in March 1998, the
United Nations Fund for International Partnerships (UNFIP) came into being as the primary channel for

Amir Dossal, Executive Director of UNFIP, speaks on partnerships at a BWC Model City event.
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as well as capitalizing on the impressive advocacy
talent in UNF/BWF to foster better public
understanding and support for the work of the
United Nations.

Today, UNFIP continues to attract contributions
from private foundations and public charities with a
view to supporting and achieving the Millennium
Development Goals through implementation of
innovative, forward-looking, and proactive projects
and activities that contribute to the collective well-
being of the planet. Under the umbrella of the
Millennium Development Goals and a "demand
driven" management approach, UN organizations
have requested UNFIP assistance to identify and
build new partnerships, acting as a "broker" between
the UN system and potential partners. In this
context, UNFIP has recently brought together a
network of UN private sector focal points of virtually
all UN entities. As the UN system continues to
broaden its reach to non-state actors, UNFIP’s role as
a facilitator and promoter is likely to grow, and its
traditional and well-established collaboration with
UNF will undoubtedly be an important source of
strength.

engaging the entire UN system in this effort. Mr.
Miles Stoby was appointed as the first UNFIP
Executive Director and, under his leadership, UNFIP
developed modalities for the submission of UN
project proposals to be supported by UNF. This
formative period proved to be a critical learning
experience for all concerned, both for the UN as well
as the UN Foundation, and helped pave the way for
the UNFIP of today. It was also during this initial
stage of the relationship that UNFIP, UNF, and their
UN partners began developing program frameworks
that would provide  strategic guidelines for the
projects that would be submitted for funding through
UNFIP within the priority areas of UNF: women and
population; the environment; children’s health; and
peace, security, and human rights. Thus, the original
function of UNFIP was essentially one of
grantmaking facilitation to ensure that the new
resources brought in by the Foundation were directed
to quality projects, mostly at the field level, that were
also in line with the Foundation’s own priorities.

In July 1999, the Secretary-General appointed Mr.
Amir A. Dossal as the Executive Director of UNFIP.
Mr. Dossal has played a key role not only in
consolidating and strengthening UNFIP’s original
grantmaking facilitation role, but also in developing
new dimensions to the UNF/UNFIP relationship,
including building innovative alliances and
partnerships with corporate and foundation partners

UNF and UNFIP work together to improve the health and
well-being of mothers and children around the world.
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African Comprehensive HIV/AIDS Partnerships,
Inc.

Alcoa Foundation 
All American Coin Laundries
American Program Bureau
American Red Cross
AOL Time Warner
Baxter International Foundation
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation
Brownstein Hyatt & Farber, P.C.
Byer’s Choice, Ltd.
Cameron & Hornbostel LLP
Carthy Foundation
Catherine Glick
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
Changing Horizons Fund
Charles Stewart Mott Foundation
Christian Creighton
Coca-Cola Company
Consensus Building Institute
Conservation International
Contributors to the Adopt-A-Minefield 

Campaign at BWF
Contributors to the Global Fund for AIDS,

Tuberculosis and Malaria at UNF
Countess Moira Charitable Foundation
Cousins Foundation
David and Lucile Packard Foundation 
Deutsche Bank
Dobbins Foundation
Do’Ikyte Foundation
Dutch Development Cooperation
E & Co.
E-7
Éléctricité de France
Emma Rothschild
Emory University
Engevix
Estée Lauder Companies, Inc.
Exxon Mobil Foundation
Fauna & Flora International
Fellowship Congregational Church
Ford Foundation
Foundation for National Institutes of Health
Gary and Valere Egnasko
General Motors Corporation

GlaxoSmithKline
Goldman Sachs
Government of the Netherlands
Government of the United Kingdom
Greater Philadelphia First Foundation
Halcrow Group
Heinz Family Foundation
Holly Ryan
HSBC Holdings plc
HydroQuébec 
Institute for Energy Technology
International Development Research Center of 

Canada
International Olympic Committee
International Pediatric Association
Iqbal Riza
J.M. Kaplan Fund
Jane Goodall Institute
JHPIEGO Corporation
John & Gail Gaustad
John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation
JPMorganChase
Kenneth & Myra Monfort Charitable Foundation 

Inc.
Lila Lenz
Lotech Engineering
Louise B. & Edgar M. Cullman Foundation
Malcolm Taaffee
Medical Research Council
Merck & Co., Inc.
Merrill Lynch
Michael Bloomberg
Michael Martin
Mosaic Foundation
MTV Networks International
N Brown Group plc
Nader Riad
National Christian Charitable Fund
National Renewable Energy Lab
New York University
Norwegian Nasan STIF
Open Society Institute
Paul Newman - Newman’s Own Fund
Pew Charitable Trusts
Philip L. Graham Fund
Planned Parenthood of the Rocky Mountains

Ploughshares Fund, Inc.
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLC
Qureshi Family Foundation
RARE Center for Tropical Conservation
Research Institute for Energy and Nuclear 

Technology
Robert L. & Joyce F. Byers
Rockefeller Brothers Fund
Rockefeller Foundation
Rotary International
Sage Hospitality Resources
Shell Foundation
Shenzen Energy Company
SmithKline Beecham
Stupski Family Fund
Summit Foundation
Swedish International Development Agency
Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation
Tellabs Foundation
The Advantage Trust
The Baxter International Foundation
The Gillette Company
The Nature Conservancy
The Pfizer Foundation
The Wellcome Trust
Tides Foundation
Tudor Investment Corporation
UK Department for International Development
U.S. Agency for International Development
U.S. Department of State
U.S. Fund for UNICEF
United Way of New York City
Ursula Stechow
Vekst Corporation
W. Alton Jones Foundation
Wallace Global Fund
Wildlife Conservation Society
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation
World Bank
World Economic Forum
World Resources Institute
World Wildlife Fund
Wright Family Foundation
Wyeth-Ayerst Labs

PARTNERSHIPS IN ACTION

The UN Foundation and Better World Fund gratefully acknowledge the support of the following individuals and
organizations:

The UN Foundation and American Red Cross have partnered to prevent 1.2 million measles deaths over five years.
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UNITED NATIONS FOUNDATION/BETTER WORLD FUND
MAJOR GRANTS
as of September 2002

CHILDREN’S HEALTH

1998

• Controlling Intestinal Parasites in Vietnam (UNICEF)
• Toward the Eradication of Guinea Worm in West and Central Africa (UNICEF)
• Stopping Child Killers – Measles and Vitamin A Deficiency in Nigeria (UNICEF)
• Nutrition and Household Food Security for Vulnerable Groups in Sierra Leone and Central Africa (UNICEF)
• Vitamin Supplements to Save Mothers' Lives in West Timor, Indonesia (UNICEF)
• Public Information against Drug Abuse (UNDCP)
• Towards the Eradication of Polio in War-Afflicted Countries (UNICEF)
• Building Alliances and Taking Action for a Generation of Tobacco-Free Children and Youth (UNICEF, WHO)
• Global Health Leadership for the 21st Century (WHO)
• Trafficking in Women and Children in the Mekong Sub-Region (UNDP, UNICEF)
• Prevention of Mother-to-Child Transmission of HIV/AIDS (UNICEF)

1999

• The MicroStart Global Pilot Program (UNDP)
• Elimination of Iodine Deficiency for African Youth (UNICEF)
• Preventive Health for Children in Africa (UNICEF, WHO)
• Polio Eradication Initiative – Phase I (UNICEF, WHO)
• Media Initiative for a Tobacco-Free World (WHO)
• Acceleration of the Polio Eradication Initiative in Global Reservoir Countries – DR Congo and Nigeria (WHO,

UNICEF)
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• Protecting Children and Young People from Tobacco through Law and Public Policy (WHO, UNICEF)
• Polio Eradication Initiative – Phase II and III (WHO, UNICEF)
• Strengthening Surveillance and Control of Vaccine Preventable and Epidemic Prone Diseases Using an 

Integrated Approach: Building on Experiences of Polio Surveillance (WHO)
• Integrated Project on Decreasing Childhood Mortality in Malawi (UNICEF, UNFPA, WHO)
• Use of DPT3 Immunization Contact to Provide the First Childhood Dose of Vitamin A Supplement (WHO)
• Improving Immunization Services Management Supporting Sustainable Vaccine Delivery (WHO)
• Education Communities to Save Children’s Lives (WHO)
• Support to Reducing Child Mortality through the IMCI Initiative at the Community Level in Zimbabwe 

(UNICEF)
• Support to Sustainable Vaccination Activity (UNICEF)
• Community and Family Approach for Health Promotion and Development (UNICEF)
• Determining Whether Zinc Supplementation Decreases Child Mortality and Morbidity (WHO)
• Youth to Youth Communication against HIV/AIDS in Tanzania (UNICEF)
• Child Mortality Reduction in Nigeria (UNDP, UNICEF, UNFPA, WHO)
• 11th World Conference on Tobacco or Health (WHO)
• Fortification of Staple Foods with Vitamin A and Iron (UNICEF)
• Towards the Eradication of Guinea Worm in Africa (UNICEF)
• Improving Child Care through the IMCI in Communities in Tanzania (UNICEF)

2000

• Arsenic Mitigation in Three Sub-Districts of Bangladesh and West Bengal (UNICEF, WHO)
• Health Information InterNetwork (WHO)
• Prevention of Mother-to-Child Transmission of HIV/AIDS (UNICEF)
• Partnerships for Population: New Nigeria Fund Phase I Expansion (UNDP)
• Resource Mobilization for Polio Eradication (WHO)

2001

• Supporting UNICEF’s "Say Yes for Children" Campaign (UNICEF)
• Supporting WHO’s "Channel the Outrage Campaign" to Fight Tobacco Use Worldwide (WHO)
• Strengthening Immunization Services through Reduction of Measles Mortality in Africa (UNICEF, WHO)
• Promoting Essential Health Interventions in Tanzania (WHO)
• Strengthening Immunization Services through Measles Control in Africa – Phase II (WHO)
• Strengthening Immunization Services through Measles Control in Africa – Phase III (WHO)
• Empowering Communities to Improve Children’s Health in Nigeria (WHO)
• Empowering Local Communities to Improve Children’s Health in Swaziland (UNICEF, WHO)
• Empowering Local Communities to Improve Children’s Health in Mali (UNICEF, WHO)
• Empowering Local Communities to Improve Children’s Health in 10 Latin American Countries (PAHO,

UNICEF, WHO)
• Commission on Macroeconomics and Health (WHO)

2002

• Polio Eradication Initiative – Supplemental Restricted Funds (WHO)
• Strengthening Immunization Services through Measles Control in Africa – Phase IV (WHO)
• Polio Eradication Initiative – Supplemental Unrestricted Funds (WHO)
• Assessment and Planning to Address Needs of Unaccompanied Children and Children at Risk of Being 

Institutionalized in Bosnia and Herzegovina (UNICEF)

ENVIRONMENT

1998

• Supporting Post-Kyoto Climate Change Policies in China (UNDP)
• UN Task Force on Environment and Human Settlements (UNEP)
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• Endangered Planet: A Youth Perspective into the 21st Century (UNEP)
• Launching a Plurilateral Greenhouse Gas Emissions Trading System (UNCTAD)
• Managing Water for African Cities (UNEP, UNCHS – HABITAT)
• Reducing the Impact of Environmental Emergencies – El Nino Southern (UNEP)

1999

• World Energy Assessment (DESA, UNDP)
• UN Atlas of the Oceans (FAO)
• International Coral Reef Action Network (UNEP)
• Green Municipalities in Nicaragua (UNDP)
• Demonstrating Modernized Biomass Energy for China (UNDP)
• Energy Efficiency Investment Project (UNECE)
• Ecosystems Assessment for the Millennium (UNDP)
• Implementing the BIOTRADE Initiative in the Amazon (UNCTAD)
• Mata Atlantica Biosphere Reserve Program (UNESCO)
• Invasive Species in the Galapagos World Heritage Site (UNESCO)
• World Commission on Dams (UNEP)
• UNEP Global Monitoring and Assessment Strategy (UNEP)
• Capacity Building for Clean Development Mechanism under the Kyoto Protocol (UNCTAD, UNDP, UNEP,

UNFCC, UNIDO)
• GEF Small Grants Programme: Livelihood Fund Component (UNDP-GEF)
• Electricity from Biomass for Rural India (DESA)
• Fossil Fuels Subsidies Project (UNEP)
• Energy Efficiency Standards and Labels (DESA)
• Global Reporting Initiative (UNEP)
• African Rural Energy Enterprise Development Initiative (UNEP)
• SGP Community Management of Protected Areas Conservation (UNDP-GEF)
• Biodiversity Conservation in Regions of Armed Conflict: Protecting World Heritage in the Democratic Republic 

of the Congo (UNESCO)

• Conservation of the Globally Important Central Suriname Nature Reserve in Suriname’s Guyana Shield Bio-
Region (UNDP-GEF)

• G-77/China Strategy Workshops on Capacity Building and Negotiating with the North (UNITAR)

2000

• World Heritage Biodiversity Sites – Filling Critical Gaps and Promoting Multi-Sites Approaches to New 
Nominations (UNESCO)

• China Motor System Energy Conservation Program (UNIDO)
• Linking Conservation of Biodiversity and Sustainable Tourism at World Heritage Sites (UNESCO)
• Biodiversity Management in the Sundarbans World Heritage Sites: An Integrated Two Country Approach in 

India and Bangladesh (UNDP)
• World Heritage Program Development in Brazil (UNESCO)
• Enhancing Our Heritage: Monitoring and Managing for Success in World Heritage Sites (UNESCO)
• Community-Based Commercial Enterprise Development (FAO)
• Conservation of Endangered Tiger and Rhinoceros in Nepal (UNDP-GEF)
• Millennium Ecosystem Assessment: Strengthening Capacity to Manage Ecosystems for Human Health and 

Development (UNEP)
• International Coral Reef Action Network (UNEP)
• Assessing the Capacity Building Needs of Developing Countries within the UNFCCC Process (UNITAR)
• Renewable Energy in China (Planning Grant) (DESA)
• Renewable Energy in Brazil (UNDP)
• Energy Efficiency in Brazil, China, and India (Planning Grant) (UNEP, World Bank)

2001

• Leadership for Environment and Development (LEAD) Activities in Support of Johannesburg 2002 (DESA)
• Brazil Rural Energy Enterprise Development Initiative (UNEP)
• Strengthening the African Rural Energy Enterprise Development Initiative (UNEP)
• Designing Solar Credit Facility in Southern India (UNEP)
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• Commercializing Renewable Energy in India (DESA)
• Accelerating Industrial Co-Generation in China (Planning Grant) (UNIDO)
• Conducting Feasibility of Biomass Energy in Amazon Region of Brazil (UNDP)
• ICRAN: A Global Partnership for Coral Reefs (UNEP)
• Promoting World Heritage in Madagascar (UNESCO)
• Conserving Panama's Darien World Heritage Site (UNDP)
• Conservation of Cambodia's Cardamom Mountains (UNDP)
• Conserving World Heritage Forests in Africa (UNESCO)
• Expanding Solar Water Heating in China (DESA)
• Improving Energy Efficiency for Coal-Fired Boilers in China (Planning Grant) (DESA)
• Building Capacity for the Clean Development Mechanism in China (Planning Grant) (UNIDO, UNDP)
• Commercializing Micro-Hydro Development in China (Planning Grant) (UNIDO)
• UNF-UNESCO Partnership for World Heritage Conservation (UNESCO)
• Towards Earth Summit 2002 (UNEP)
• Developing a World Heritage Biodiversity Program in India (UNESCO)
• Developing Financial Intermediation Mechanisms for Energy Efficiency Projects in China, India, and Brazil 

(UNEP)
• China Renewable Energy Enterprise Development Initiative (UNEP)
• The Johannesburg 2002 Support Project (UN)

2002

• Global Energy Future: Building for Tomorrow – Fossil Fuel Subsidies Report (UNEP)
• Global Energy Future: Building for Tomorrow – Renewable Energy Networks (UNEP)
• Global Energy Future: Building for Tomorrow – Virtual Exhibit for the World Summit on Sustainable 

Development (UNDP)
• Global Energy Future: Building for Tomorrow – NGO Implementation Conference for Sustainability Follow-

Up and Best Practices (UNEP)
• Global Energy Future: Building for Tomorrow – Climate Change Negotiation Strategy (UNEP)
• Central Africa World Heritage Forest Initiative (UNESCO)

• Protected Areas Learning Network (PALNet) – Ecosystems, Protected Areas, and People (UNESCO)
• Brazilian World Heritage Biodiversity Program (UNESCO)
• Establishing a Consumer Financing Program for Solar Photovoltaic Systems in Southern India (UNEP)
• Global Energy Future: Building for Tomorrow – Supporting Priority Preparation Activities for the World 

Summit on Sustainable Development (DESA)
• Promoting Energy Efficiency Standards: Phase II (DESA, ECOSOC)
• Community-Based Commercial Enterprise Development – Project Phase II (FAO)
• Building Capacity for the Clean Development Mechanism in China (UNDP)
• Establishing Climate-Friendly Technology Financing Facility in China (UNIDO)

PEACE, SECURITY, AND HUMAN RIGHTS

1998

• Demobilization of Child Soldiers in Sierra Leone (UNICEF)
• Support to Mine Awareness and Mine Clearance Advocacy Activities in Bosnia (UNDP)
• Socioeconomic Reintegration of Landmine Victims (UNDP)
• Assisting Communities Together (OHCHR)

1999

• Legal Empowerment of Indigenous Peoples in Central America (ILO)
• Landmine Safety Handbook and Training (UNDPKO)
• Setting Priorities for Landmine Clearance in 10 Countries (UNDPKO)
• Southern Africa Landmines Assessment, Monitoring, and Information Initiative (UNDPKO)
• Conflict Resolution and Peacebuilding in the Southern Caucasus (UNIFEM)
• Emergency Funding for Kosovo Crisis (OHCHR)
• Shoring up the Front Line in the Defense of Human Rights: Capacity Building for the UN Human Rights 

Special Procedures (OHCHR)

92 93



• United Nations’ Leadership in the Field of Human Rights: Developing Regional Strategies for the Promotion 
and Protection of Human Rights (OHCHR)

• Humanitarian Assistance for Serbia (UNICEF, WHO)
• Humanitarian Assistance for Africa (OHCHR)

2000

• Humanitarian Relief Related to the Mozambique Flood Crisis (OCHA)
• Support to OHCHR’s World Conference against Racism (OHCHR)
• Early Warning and Preventive Measures: Building UN Capacity for Conflict Prevention (UNSC)
• Support to Strengthen OHCHR Management Systems (OHCHR)
• Enhancing the University for Peace (DESA)
• Research Project on Economic Agendas in Civil Wars (DPA)
• Implementation of the Mine Ban Convention (UNIDIR)

2001

• Programmatic Support for the Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and 
Armed Conflict (OSRSG/CAC)

• Developing Peace and Disarmament Education Initiatives to Disarm Children and Youth (DDA)
• Disarming Children and Youth: Raising Awareness and Addressing the Impact (UNICEF)
• Rebuilding War-Torn Societies (DDA)
• Training Peacekeepers on the Special Needs of Women and Children in Conflict (UNITAR)
• Management Transition Support for UNHCR (UNHCR)
• UN Development Programme Conflict Prevention Capacity Building Program (UNDP)
• Support to the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) World Conference against 

Racism: Voices of Victims (OHCHR)
• Creating a UN Geographic Database (UN-DPI)
• Strengthening Women’s Contributions to Conflict Prevention and Resolution (UNIFEM)
• Enhancing South-South Human Rights Networks (UNDP)

2002

• Establishing an Integrated Citizen Security Policy in Guatemala (UNDP)
• Peace and Disarmament Education: Sustaining Weapons Collection and Preventing Violence (DDA)
• Leadership and Management Training for Peacekeeping Operations: Civilian Officers Course (DPKA)
• Rebuilding War-Torn Societies – Macedonia (UNDP)
• Balkan Peacebuilding Initiative (UNDP, UNHCR, UNIFEM, OHCHR)
• UN Support for the East Timor Transition (DPKA)
• Supplement to Establishing an Integrated Citizen Security Policy in Guatemala (UNDP)
• Human Rights Cities (Planning Grant) (UNDP)

WOMEN AND POPULATION

1998

• Prevention of Adolescent Pregnancies in Tegucigalpa, Honduras (UNFPA)
• Increasing Bilingual Literacy (Quechua-Spanish) for Reproductive Health in Bolivia (UNFPA)
• Personalizing Population – Getting the Story Out (UNFPA)
• Gender Responsive Quality Reproductive Health Care Services with Philippine NGOs (UNFPA)
• Integration of Reproductive Health Services in Lebanon (UNFPA)
• Reduction of Violence against Women in Latin America and the Caribbean (UNIFEM)
• Enhancing Reproductive Health in the Comoros (UNFPA)
• Improving Livelihoods in Shea Butter Production (UNIFEM)
• Meeting the Development Rights of Adolescent Girls (UNICEF)
• NGO/Youth Forum at International Conference on Population and Development +5 (UNFPA)
• Adolescents Inter-Agency Project (UNDP)
• Project Planning and Development Grant for UNFPA to Allow for Effective Participation in the UNICEF-Led 

Project (Addendum) (UNFPA)
• Reproductive and Sexual Health for Adolescents in Haiti, Ecuador, and Nicaragua (UNFPA)

94 95



• Prevention and Response to Sexual Violence against Women and Girls in sub-Saharan Africa (UNHCR)
• Female Genital Mutilation: Best Practice for Prevention (WHO)
• Women Watch: Virtual Networking for the Fourth World Conference on Women +5 (UNIFEM)

1999

• Preventing Gender-Based Violence (UNIFEM)
• Distance Learning System on Population Issues (UNFPA)
• Empowerment of Women in Water Resources Management (FAO)
• Implementing the Beijing Platform for Action for Women in Mozambique (UNFPA)
• Encouraging Responsible Fatherhood in the Central American Isthmus (ECLAC)
• AIDS Prevention and Health in Ukraine (UNAIDS)
• Eradication of Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) in Kenya (UNDP)
• Strengthening Reproductive Health Services in Communities in Crisis (UNFPA,UNHCR)
• Reproductive Health for Kosovo Refugees (UNFPA)
• Micro Insurance for Women in West Africa (ILO)
• Reproductive Health and Rights of Young People in the Russian Federation (UNFPA)
• Improving Adolescent Reproductive Health in the Pacific Region: A Multi-Island, Multi-Sectoral Approach 

(UNICEF)
• Promoting the Health and Well-being of Jordanian Adolescent Girls (UNFPA)
• Young People’s Health and Development in the Russian Federation (UNFPA)
• Adolescents in Jordan, with a Focus on Girls (UNICEF)

2000

• An Initiative for Empowerment of Adolescent Girls in Bangladesh (UNICEF)
• An Initiative for Improving the Reproductive Health of Adolescent Girls in Bangladesh (UNFPA)
• District Initiatives on HIV/AIDS in Zimbabwe (UNAIDS)
• Social Licensing of Reproductive Health Clinics in Honduras (UNFPA)
• Joint UN Support to HIV/AIDS Operational Plan in Zambezia Province, Mozambique (UNAIDS)

• HIV and Development in Southern Africa (Planning Grant) (UNDP)
• Support for the Organization of the Second Africa Development Forum (ADF 2000) (ECA)
• Educating Adolescent Girls in Mauritania (UNICEF)
• Improving the Lives of Adolescent Girls in Burkina Faso (UNFPA)
• Improving the Lives of  Adolescent Girls in Malawi (UNICEF)
• Health and Social Services for Adolescent Girls in Benin (UNFPA)
• Improving the Quality of Sexual and Reproductive Health Care (UNFPA)
• Improving Adolescent Lives in Palestinian Society (Fatayat and Fityan) (UNFPA)
• Improving the Lives of Adolescent Girls in Mali (UNICEF)
• Sustainable Livelihoods for Adolescent Girls in Sao Tome (UNDP)
• Interagency Program on Adolescent Girls in El Salvador (UNICEF)
• Improving the Lives of Adolescent Girls in Senegal (UNICEF)
• Improving the Lives of Adolescent Girls – Phase II Planning Grants (UNICEF)
• Improving Adolescent Lives in Mongolia (UNICEF)
• HIV/AIDS Prevention for Youth in Swaziland (COT)
• Reproductive Health for Youth in Angola (UNFPA)
• HIV/AIDS Prevention for Youth in Lesotho (COT)
• Youth HIV/AIDS Programs in South Africa (UNDP)
• Adolescent Program Initiative in Southern Africa – AIDS (UNAIDS)
• Providing External Relations Assistance for UNFPA (UNFPA)

2001

• Empowering Women and Girls in Poor Communities through Information Delivery and Dialogue (UNDP)
• Strengthening Reproductive Health Education Programs for Teachers in Botswana (UNDP)
• Supporting the Participation of Civil Society and Local HIV/AIDS Organizations in the UNGA Special Session 

on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS)
• United Nations Population Fund Transition Grant (UNFPA)
• Sharing Best Practices in HIV Prevention and Reproductive Health for Youth (UNESCO)
• Building Community Capacity to Improve the Sexual and Reproductive Health Rights of Young Women in 

Mexico (UNFPA)

96 97



• Developing Partnerships for HIV/AIDS Prevention among Youth in the Russian Federation (UNFPA)
• Meeting the Reproductive Health Needs of Afghan Refugee Women: UNFPA Emergency Response (UNFPA)
• Promoting Safe Motherhood in Nepal (UNFPA)
• Preventing HIV/AIDS among Migrant Adolescent Girl Populations in Central America (UNDP)

2002

• Developing Community-Based Adolescent Reproductive Health, Education and HIV/AIDS Prevention 
Activities in India (UNAIDS)

• Supplemental Funding for Resource Mobilization Efforts for HIV/AIDS Grants (UNAIDS)
• Strengthening Advocacy Activities at UNFPA (UNFPA)
• Building a Joint Response to Haitian Youth: A Comprehensive Model of Health and Development for 

Adolescents and Youth (Planning Grant) (WHO)

BETTER WORLD FUND GRANTS

1998

• Establishment of Organizational Internet and Technological Capabilities
• Enhanced International Coverage of UN Programs
• Towards a Millennium Earth Initiative
• Research Grant for UN Wire Feasibility
• Media Education Campaign
• Enhanced Support of The World, PRI's Daily International News Program 
• Public Opinion Research
• Broadening the Base for Public Support of U.S. Leadership in the United Nations (Enhanced Public Education 

Efforts)
• Strategic Communications Planning
• Support for Management Review

• Publication of UN Wire
• Conference on Financial Oversight and Accountability in the United Nations System 
• UN Human Rights Day Event
• Making A Case for U.S. Support of the United Nations
• Conceptual Program for the UN Visitor Experience at the United Nations, New York
• Polio Eradication Fundraising Feasibility Study
• Better World Campaign for the UN

1999

• Creating a Map of Proposed UN World Heritage Sites
• Supporting UNA-U.S.A.’s  Adopt-A-Minefield Campaign
• Educational Efforts on UNFPA Activities in China
• The UN in the 21st Century: Gordon Smith Project
• Bilateral Consensus/American National Interests in Multilateral Engagement: A Bipartisan Dialogue
• Role of Public Policy Networks
• Involving Youth in Dialogues about the Future Role of the UN in World Affairs 
• Religion Counts
• Center for Global Studies
• Rapid Assessment of the Peace Park Area and its Influence Zone
• Religion Counts: Facilitating the Participation of the World's Religions in Implementing the ICPD
• Finding Solutions for Peace in Kosovo
• The New Millennium World Peace Summit
• Enhanced Support of The World, PRI's Daily International News Program 
• Cape Floristic Kingdom World Heritage Site
• UN Vision Follow-up
• Legislative Work to Address UN Arrears Issues
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2000

• American National Interests in Multilateral Engagement
• Common Interests, Common Action: Building Intergenerational Leadership and Advocacy for Women and 

Girls Economic Opportunity
• Educational Efforts on U.S. Support for International Population Activities
• World Peace Summit for Religious and Spiritual Leaders
• Migrations: Humanity in Movement
• UN Visioning – Phase II
• Support for the OECD Sustainable Development Round Table
• Strengthening Civil Reconstruction as a Security Objective
• Enhancing Curricula for UN Education
• Trade and Environment
• Adopt-A-Minefield – Continued Development
• Promoting Contraceptive Security
• Global Youth Service Day

2001

• Support of the 'Tribute to Nelson Mandela" Fundraiser to Benefit AIDS in Africa
• Campaign for the UN
• Trick or Treat for Polio
• Supporting Outreach for the World Religious Summit 
• Moving Forward From Istanbul: Prioritizing Reproductive Health Supplies
• UN Documentary
• Strengthening the Role of International Organizations in U.S. Policy Formulation
• Response to the Secretary-General's Call to Action on HIV/AIDS: Creating Awareness and Mobilizing Private 

Sector Funds
• Support to Enhance the UN Visitors' Experience
• Promoting Analytical, Policy and Public Support of UN Peace Operations

• Peace and Civil Reconstruction Program
• Youth in Action: Global Youth Service Day
• UN Wire: Keeping the World Informed

2002

• The Mosaic Contribution to the Mandela Foundation
• Energy Future Campaign: Building for Tomorrow
• Continuing Support for the Trick or Treat for Polio Campaign
• The Nelson Mandela Foundation Grant for AIDS Education
• Engaging Journalists in the United Nations
• Ralph J. Bunche Centenary Commemoration
• UN Fulbright Fellowship Program
• Millennium Development Goals Strategic Communications Project
• Energy Future Campaign: Building for Tomorrow - Part II
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AREAS RECEIVING UNF FUNDING
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36% Global

9% Asia Pacific

1% Middle East

27% Africa

12% North & Central America
2% Europe/CIS 7% Multiregional

4% LA/Carribean

2% South America

UNF & BWF Grants by Geographic Region*

Women & Population
$112,817,628

22%

Children's Health
$204,477,398

40%

Other
$36,931,467

7%

Peace, Security, and
Human Rights
$43,770,137

9%Environment
$111,106,909

22%

29% WHO/PAHO
17% Other**

10% UNICEF

8% UNFPA8% UNEP
8% UNDP

5% UNESCO

4% BWC

2% UNA-U.S.A.

3% UNAIDS
2% DESA

2% UNIFEM

2% COT

UNF Grants Awarded 
by Program Area*

UNF & BWF Grants by Implementing Partner*

* UNF grants awarded through 09/02 total $509,103,539.

* Does not include Small, Technical Assistance, or Representational Grants which total $2,588,829.

*UNF & BWF grants awarded through 09/02 total $572,846,906.

** Includes various implementing partners that received less than 1% of total      
funding and grants administered by UNF/BWF.

* UNF & BWF grants awarded through 09/02 total $572,846,906.

*Does not include Small, Technical Assistance, or Representational Grants 
which total $2,588,829.

OVERVIEW OF UNF/BWF GRANTMAKING
as of September 2002
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R.E. Turner, Chairman of the Board, USA
Vice-Chairman, AOL Time Warner Inc.

Timothy E. Wirth, USA
President, United Nations Foundation 

Ruth Cardoso, Brazil
Chair, Comunidade Solidaria

Liang Dan, China
Director, Investment and Technology
Promotion Branch, UNIDO

Graça Machel, Mozambique 
Chair, Foundation for Community
Development

Hisashi Owada, Japan
President, Japan Institute of International
Affairs

Emma Rothschild, United Kingdom
Director, Centre for History and Economics,
King’s College

Nafis Sadik, Pakistan
Special Advisor to the United Nations
Secretary-General

Andrew Young, USA
Good Works International

Muhammad Yunus, Bangladesh
Managing Director, Grameen Bank 

UNITED NATIONS FOUNDATION AND 
BETTER WORLD FUND BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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Ms. Louise Fréchette (Chairperson)
Deputy Secretary-General of the United Nations

Dr. Lincoln C. Chen
Director, Global Equity Initiative 

Mr. Joseph E. Connor
Under-Secretary-General for Management of the
United Nations 

Mr. Nitin Desai
Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social
Affairs of the United Nations 

Ambassador Ivan Simonovic
Current President of the Economic and Social
Council

Ms. Mary Oakes Smith
Fellow Information Technology for Education and
Health, World Bank

Ambassador Marco Antonio Suazo
Current Chairman of the Second Committee of the
United Nations General Assembly 

Mr. Franklin Thomas
TFF Study Group

Mr. Amir Dossal
Executive Director, UNFIP (Ex Officio)

UNFIP ADVISORY BOARD
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UNITED NATIONS FOUNDATION AND 
BETTER WORLD FUND STAFF

Executive Office
Timothy E. Wirth, President
Jane Holl Lute, Executive Vice 

President
Jennifer Ewen
Nicole Karl
Kristine Lerner
Shamir Shahi

Program
Melinda Kimble, Senior Vice 

President for Programs
Tom Leney
Ingrid Briggs
Marilyn Butler-Norris
Victoria Dunning
Johanna Mendelson Forman
Andrea Gay
James Herrington (seconded from 

Centers for Disease Control)
Stacey Jones
Seema Paul
Delshonia Usual
January Wilson
May Yacoob

Public Affairs
Phyllis Cuttino, Vice President for 

Public Affairs
John Medve
Jennifer Hidalgo Bryan
Allison Englen
Julie Hughes 
Daniel Laender
Susan Myers
Sherry Pinkstaff
Grace Prescott
Jonathan Rich

Resource Mobilization
Michael Madnick, Vice President 

for Resource Mobilization 
Richard Parnell
Emily Courey
Denise Dolan
Erika Harms
Veronica Kenny
Donna Watson

Finance and Grants
Administration 
David Carter, Vice President for 

Finance, Chief Financial Officer,
and Treasurer

Melanie Best
Anita Bhatt
Elena Han
Elena Muehlenbeck
Renee Sperling
Ambar Zobairi

Operations
Sherri Lopez
Naja Davis
Edima Elinewinga
Senetra Ford
Chine-Chine Wang

New York Liaison
Jean Claude Faby, Vice President 

for UN Liaison
Rosario Lara

Youth Outreach 
Stephen Sobhani

UN Foundation Staff, 2001.
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UNITED NATIONS ACRONYMS 
Agency Acronym Agency Name

DESA United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs
DDA United Nations Department of Disarmament Affairs
DPI United Nations Department of Public Information
DPKO United Nations Department of Peacekeeping Operations
ECLAC Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean
FAO Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
ILO United Nations International Labour Organization
IMF International Monetary Fund
NGLS United Nations Non-Governmental Liaison Service
OCHA United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs
OHCHR Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights
OSG Office of the Secretary-General
UN United Nations
UNAIDS Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS
UNA-U.S.A. United Nations Association of the United States of America
UN-HABITAT United Nations Programme for Human Settlements
UNCTAD United Nations Conference on Trade and Development
UNDCP United Nations International Drug Control Programme
UNDG United National Development Group
UNDP United Nations Development Programme
UNDPA United Nations Department of Political Affairs
UNECE United Nations Economic Commission for Europe
UNEP United Nations Environment Programme
UNESCO United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
UNFCCC United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
UNFIP United Nations Fund for International Partnerships
UNFPA United Nations Population Fund
UNHCR United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
UNIC United National Information Center
UNICEF United Nations Children's Fund
UNIDIR United Nations Institute for Disarmament Research
UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization
UNIFEM United Nations Development Fund for Women
UNITAR United Nations Institute for Training and Research
UNSSC United Nations System Staff College
WFP World Food Programme
WHO World Health OrganizationThe UN – Where the World Works Together 
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